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Popular Israeli Singers Are Performing at
              Temple Israel On Hanukkah

Robert and Susan Lopatkin, left, and Rebecca and Sassan Sassouni have been appointed 
to chair Temple Israel’s next dinner dance, scheduled for June 5. They met earlier this 
week to make initial plans for the event, and now invite all congregants to join in the 

By Marc Katz, Editor
This year, Temple Israel is planning a 

Hanukkah party with a twist.
In addition to the usual Hanukkah par-

ty held in the Crystal Ballroom, the congre-
gation, through TILL, Temple Israel’s adult 
education program, has invited the spiri-
tual and musical leadership from Israel’s 

-
nity to Temple Israel for an inspiring musi-
cal candle lighting celebration and dinner 
on Wednesday, December 9, in celebration 
of Hanukkah. Through the generosity of 

-
gation’s Israel Affairs Committee, the din-
ner and celebration is free of charge.

the Crystal Ballroom, followed by the 
Hanukkah candle lighting and concert in 

“BTI is a contemporary community that 
successfully engages non-Orthodox Israelis 
in Jewish ritual and life,” said Temple Israel 
Associate Rabbi Daniel Schweber. “The 
community’s vision is to use modern prayer 
as a tool to build community and enrich in-
dividuals. I am sure they will engage us in a 
soulful celebration of Hanukkah.”

TILL Chair Rebecca Friedman-Charry 
heard the group while visiting Israel last 

summer and thought “members of Temple 

With the support of the Board of Trustees 
and Executive Committee she invited the 
group to make Temple Israel part of their 
current United States tour.

sectarian group, regularly performs from 
June through August at the Tel Aviv Port, 
along the seafront, attracting thousands to 
sing, pray, and share in a meaningful eve-
ning service welcoming Shabbat.

The multi-generational and inclusive 
community of committed and passionate 
Israelis began in 2004 when a small group 
of activists got together to share in a prayer 
service. Under the leadership of Rabbi 
Esteban Gottfried—who will be at the 

Temple Israel performance—the group grew 
to 200 members in what they called “a syna-
gogue without walls and an open tent for all.” 

On their website the group says they 
have “created a model for a new kind of ex-
perimental and creative Jewish-Israeli con-

A space where children can celebrate Shabbat 
in a uniquely Israeli way, where adults can 
seek answers to life’s essential questions and 
where men and women can celebrate their 
heritage together blending the ancient and 
the contemporary, the universal and the par-
ticular, the Jewish and the Israeli.

“We believe in the power of rituals, 
texts, customs, music and traditions to 
shape and inspire our lives. We strive to 
create, develop and sustain a creative, in-

      ——Continued on page 6
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Communicating
 

As the Guest Column in this issue of 
The Voice written by Veronica Bisek Lurvey 
describes, we have been moving along in 
our strategic planning process since July. 
Our initial analysis of the data gathered so 
far has given us some areas of synagogue 
life that we need to look into in greater 
depth.  One area that I would like to focus 
on at this time is communications.  

the Temple Israel leadership hasn’t done 
a good job of communicating with the 
congregation at large. This information 
came from those who responded to 
the Congregational Survey. Those who 

Communication 
is a two-way street.

Let’s meet 
in the middle.

responded to the survey were more likely 
to have been members for a number of 
years. The majority of the congregation 
didn’t respond to the survey. This creates 
a conundrum: how do we communicate 
with people who don’t read their email? 
Or check out the website? Or perhaps don’t 
read good old snail mail?

Among other things, we have two 
Temple Israel Facebook pages, a Temple 
Israel website, weekly emails, The Voice, 
either in hard copy or electronically 
transmitted, and Shabbat Bulletins. We will 
try to do a better job getting the information 
out there, but we must all do a better job 
in receiving the information. If asked to 
complete a survey, or join in a focus group, 
or attend a congregational meeting, please 
do so.  Communication is a two-way street.  
Let’s meet in the middle.

As always, I can be reached at 
<robpanzer18@gmail.com>.

The Power of Bikkur Holim

Judaism teaches us that bikkur holim—
visiting the ill —is a great and valuable 
mitzvah

he recovered from his circumcision. The 
Talmud concludes that just as God visits the 
sick so should we. 
 What does visiting people who are ill 
actually mean? What are we expected to 
do?   Does it really help?  
 At its essence, bikkur holim is just about 
being present. Even if you are a healthcare 
professional, you are not medically caring 
for the people you visit for bikkur holim. For 
many, being ill feels like leaving this planet. 
A patient feel cut off from the world and its 
routine. Often even time loses its meaning 
with sleep in the day and wakefulness at 
night. Sick people feel alone and isolated 
even if they are in a hospital surrounded by 
people. 
 When we visit people who are ill in the 
hospital and at home, we are telling that 
person he or she is not alone. We bring the 

“give them the time of day.”  The visit alone 
is what is important. Sure you might be 
asked to bring a glass of water, call a nurse, 
etc. There are no required words to say. In 
fact one should take their lead from the 
person as to what to say. And there might 
be times of just silence or when you can 

…bikkur holim 
is just about 

being present.
read your own book. All of this is okay 
when presence is the key. 

A few years back I was travelling next 
to a woman who is a physical therapist who 
works with many ultra-Orthodox patients 
at her hospital. She commented that the 
ultra-Orthodox patients are never alone in 
their room, regardless of the time of day or 
day of the week. The therapist described
                                              ——Continued on page 6

Planning for Temple Israel’s Future

 Planning for the congregation’s future is the task undertaken by 
Temple Israel’s Strategic Planning Committee, as explained in this Voice Guest Column by 
a member of the group, Veronica Bisek Lurvey.

 Since its formation in July, the Strategic 
Planning Committee has been hard at 
work, continuing the process necessary to 

years. Chairs Lynn Weitzman and Larry 
Greengrass, and members Kiu Geula, Dan 

Goldberger, Brent Greenspan, Veronica 
Bisek Lurvey, President Rob Panzer, Lila 
Bernstein-Schoen, Executive Director Leon 
Silverberg and Rabbi Howard Stecker each 
bring a particular set of skills and experi-
ence to the table. 

Over the summer and into autumn, 

committee members have been busy analyz-
ing the results of the congregational survey, 
as well as interviewing the heads of commit-

TIGN members who participated in 
the survey did so either online, by paper or 
during a meeting at the Religious School. 
Long time members of the congregation 
were more likely to participate in the online 
survey than were newer members. Given 
this response, the survey was also distrib-
uted during a Religious School meeting.

Committee members have also con-
ducted close to 30 interviews with the nu-

groups of Temple Israel. Each interview 
involved between one and eight group 
leaders. It was enlightening to speak with 
these leaders of the conregation’s lay-lead 
groups. Thank you all for taking the time to 
meet with the committee! The discussions 
were honest and interviewees were encour-

                            ——Continued on page 6

Imagine for a moment 
that you need to create

 a strategic plan
 for yourself.

Congregation Thanks 
Its Kiddush Sponsors

Appreciation is expressed by the Tem-
-

bers who have generously sponsored and 
enhanced the Sabbath kiddush.

Contributions toward the kiddush on 
October 10 were made by Ronit and Ben-

Bat Mitzvah of 
their daughter, Zoe, and by Simone Kahen 
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UPCOMING EVENTS AT TEMPLE ISRAEL

      “Love with a Plan”

      Sponsored by TILL

DAILY MINYAN TIMES
Attend the Daily Minyan!

CANDLE LIGHTING TIMES
Kindle the Sabbath Lights!

MAZAL TOV TO . . .
 on the engage-

ment of their daughter, Jillian, to Andrew 
Herzog.

 on the birth 
of their granddaughter, Rebecca Sloane 
Selzer.

 on the birth of her grand-

 on the birth of their 
grandson, Joseph Leor Goldman. 

IN MEMORIAM

and esteemed member of Temple Israel

mother of Drori Benman

  

TEMPLE LITES . . .

 will 
be participating in the Na’aleh Women’s 

-

at Temple Israel on Sunday, December 13, 

information and to purchase tickets call 
482-7480 or 466-8428. 

Next Voice, Deadline
The next issue of The Voice, the Ha-

nukkah issue, will be published on Fri-
day, December 4. Be sure to look for the 
Guest Column in the issue by Past Presi-

Hatzilu. The deadline for the issue is Fri-
day, November 20.

Friends of the IDF & Temple Israel

Invite you to a Hanukkah Celebration featuring the

IDF MUSICAL ENSEMBLE
IN CONCERT

A festive concert with IDF soldiers 

performing live Israeli music!

Sunday, December 6
Temple Israel Sanctuary

Doors open at 2:30 P.M.   Concert begins at 3 P.M.

For tickets visit www.FIDF.org/concertTIGN
or call 646-274-9661

Family Package (2 adult tickets & up to 3 children tickets): $60
Adult Tickets: $25 each   Children Tickets: $10 each

Concert Sponsorships Available
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Religious School 
Goes Kosher
 Shopping 

and
 Cooking

Temple Israel’s Religious 
School Bogrim class, the combined 

Wednesday classes, learned about 
the laws of kashrut recently.  
       They were assigned the project 
of creating a festive Shabbat meal 
menu, bearing in mind all they 
had learned about kashrut. After 
mapping out their ingredients, 
they created lists and went on a 
trip to a supermarket. The class 
spent time looking for the exact 
ingredients to meet their kashrut 
requirements. Once they made 
the purchases, they were ready to 
cook, eat and share their bounty! 
All was done, of course, with 
the appropriate blessings they 
learned. 

December is... 
Food Collection Month

at 
Temple Israel

Dec. 6th-30th Sunday-Thursday

9 A.M.-7 P.M.

Collections bins are in the Lobby 

and Waxman Youth House
Suggested Items:

Anytime you come to Temple Israel, 
bring a contribution with you!

Temple Israel Reaches Out 

Double chai is all you need
To keep in touch and do a good deed

Four mailings a year to our college students we send
No matter where or what college they attend.

Included are packages for 
“Welcome to College,” Hanukkah, Purim, and Passover
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B’NAI/B’NOT MITZVAH IN
OUR TEMPLE ISRAEL FAMILY

Reid Fleishman will be celebrating his Bar 
Mitzvah on November 21. He is the son of 
Robin and Daniel Fleishman and is a sev-
enth grade student at Great Neck South 

-
nis and baseball, as well as skiing, jet ski-

and robotics. He is currently attending the 
Waxman High School and Youth House 
and hopes to visit Israel in the near future.

Alexander Geula will be called to the Torah as 
a Bar Mitzvah on November 28. He is the son of 
Rachel and Kiumarz Geula and has a brother, 
Aaron, 14, and a sister, Rena, 9. Alexander is 
a seventh grade honor student at Great Neck 

Judaic Scholar Award from the Temple Israel 
Religious School. Alexander is a member of 
the Great Neck travel soccer and school soc-
cer teams, and enjoys tennis and golf. He also 
plays the piano. For his Bar Mitzvah project he 
organized an event titled “Kick for a Cancer 
Free Generation” in which he raised funds for 
cancer research. For further information about 
the project visit <www.crowdrise.com>.

Introducing Ch’a cappella!
What is Ch’a capella? As the excitement of a cappella music grips young people na-

tionwide, we decided to create our own unique brand of Jewish a cappella here at Temple 
Israel. 

Our newly reinvigorated children’s choir is now known as the Ch’a cappella group 

the group. A new musical initiative at Temple Israel, Ch’a cappella, not only brings a new 

…we decided to create 
our own unique brand 
of Jewish a cappella…

name to our children’s’ programming, but 
a new name, new image and some new ex-
citing initiatives. Any child in third grade 

to perform, can be a part of the TIGN Ch’a 
cappella.

Frieder. If you are passing by the Blue Room at that time you will hear them learning to 
sing new songs, harmonizing and, of course, having fun with our very own star of stage 
and screen, Cantor Frieder. They are scheduled to perform at several events throughout 
the year. In addition, Ch’a cappella will be featured in our upcoming recording of the mu-
sic of the TIGN children.

Admittedly, Ch’a cappella is a bit of a misnomer: the children do not always sing a 
cappella—Cantor Frieder teaches with keyboard music. But the enthusiasm and spirit of 
a cappella permeates the experience. Rumor has it that Ch’a cappella members will also 
receive a specially designed t-shirt. There is still time to be a part of  Ch’a cappella. If you 
are interested, contact me at <rabbiroth@tign.org> or Cantor Frieder at <cantorfrieder@
tign.org>.  

A group of Religious School students are learning to read Torah, under the direction of 
Religious School Director Rabbi Amy Roth, right, and Cantor Raphael Frieder. Learn-

are Sam Lurvey and Raphi Kermani.
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SABBATH SERVICES
——Continued from back page

Evening 

Weekly Portion: Vayishlah
Genesis 32:4 - 36:43

Haftarah: Obadiah 1:1 – 21
Bar Mitzvah

ALEXANDER GEULA
son of Rachel and Kiumarz Geula

Veronica Bisek Lurvey, Andrea Katz and Diana Stein
Havurah

Minhah 
Se’udah Shelishit
Ma’ariv

——Continued from back page
Vayishlah        

In this portion we conclude the independent stories 
about Jacob. In the remainder of the Book of Genesis his life is 
intertwined with the biography of Joseph. Jacob prepares to 
encounter Esau by dividing his camp as a safety precaution 
and sending a large gift of livestock to his brother. He wrestles 
all night with a mysterious assailant from whom he wrests a 
blessing at daybreak in the form of a change of name from Jacob 
to Israel. Following the successful meeting with Esau, Jacob 
travels on and settles down. His daughter, Dinah, is ravished by 
a local prince, and two of her brothers take fearful revenge. Other 
events serve to sever decisively the connection of the patriarchs 

from the lives of individuals to the emerging people of Israel.

Popular Israeli Singers To 
Performing On Hanukkah
——Continued from front page
digenous Israeli Judaism relevant to modern Israeli life and in line with 
our core values. For us, modern prayer is a tool to build community, 
to propel activism, to enrich individuals and to celebrate milestones.” 

is currently on sabbatical in Atlanta, Georgia. Before becoming a 
rabbi he had an active career as a playwright, stage director, screen-
writer and actor for 20 years.

“I thought Temple Israel members of all ages and stages of life 
would enjoy – would be moved by – the opportunity to meet these 

fabulous way to celebrate Hanukkah!”

The Power of Bikkur Holim
——Continued from page 2
how family and friends take turns sitting with the patients during 
their entire hospital stay. 
 This description struck a chord within me and has stayed with me 
ever since as an ideal of how we should approach bikkur holim. It is often 
tempting to make a quick visit during the course of our busy schedules. 
While any visit is valuable, if we could somehow arrange it whereby no 
ill person is ever alone just imagine what it would feel like? We would 
be treating the ill like royalty, worthy of a visit from God and all of us. 
 Please take the opportunity to visit a loved one, friend or fellow 
congregant who is ill in the hospital or at home and tell them you care.    

Planning for Temple 
Israel’s Future

——Continued from page 2
aged not to hold back. Ideas and suggestions were duly noted, and 
are being analyzed along with the survey results.

The Committee is now knee deep in performing a SWOT 
analysis. This means taking an honest look at the Strengths and 
Weaknesses of our community, as well as outside Opportunities 
and Threats. There is a lot of hard work to be done!

Imagine for a moment that you need to create a strategic plan 

years? What will my life be like? Am I content where I am or do 
I feel like something better is around the corner? How do I reach 
for something new? How will this affect my family? And how do I 
know that this new thing will make life better?”

These questions arise, either explicitly or implicitly, at every 
meeting of the committee. In their existential nature, they would 
be overwhelming if it were not for the expert guidance of Nadine 
Kochavi, United Synagogue’s transformation specialist. With the 
assistance of the Sulam for Strategic Planners program, the com-

-
clusions based on an in depth analysis of those facts. 

The Committee is now in the process of forming focus groups 
and task forces to dig into the comments from the survey and in-
terviews, as well as input from the Board of Trustees. These groups 
will allow members to help build solutions, as well as identifying 
potential people to contribute to the process. 

If you are interested in contributing to the strategic planning 
process and can serve on a focus group or task force, please con-
tact Lynn <lynnweitzman@gmail.com> or Larry <lgreengrass@
moundcotton.com>. We need people who are eager to join a con-
versation with a purpose—the purpose being the continued vital-
ity of our congregation. We need people who can help build ideas 
and help build a strong future for Temple Israel. Thank you. 

The Singles Connection 

of Temple Israel 

presents...

Love With a Plan
An Interactive Workshop for Singles

Sunday, November 22
Crystal Ballroom    2-5 P.M.

dating success in your life?

to the loving relationship to which you aspire?

Hear Professional Dating Coach Heidi Krantz
RSVP to Cindy Pross at 524-7398 

or Estelle Nadler at 487-1756
Admission $12 per person
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Shastone Memorials

www.ShastoneMemorials.com

MEMORIALS OF DISTINCTION ERECTED AT ALL CEMETERIES

~ MORE THAN A CENTURY OF SERVICE ~

Honoring Memories. Celebrating Lives.

Riverside-Nassau 
North Chapel

www.riversidenassaunorthchapels.com
516.487.9600

There is nothing like a 
Lederman Party!

CALL US TO FIND OUT WHY

Lederman Caterers
at Temple Israel of Great Neck

www.ledermancaterers.com

1232 North Wellwood Ave.
W. Babylon, NY 11704

Phone: 631.755.1200 - Fax: 631.755.1202

1620 Coney Island Ave.
Brooklyn, NY 11230

Phone: 718.252.3448 - Fax: 718.252.4861

www.APPLEPSYCHOLOGICAL.com

STACI WEINER PSY.D
LICENSED CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGIST
Children - Adolescents - Family Therapy

Established Groups for Teens 
45 N. STATION PLAZA - SUITE 206   

GREAT NECK, NY
drstaci@applepsychological.com

(917) 526-0766

BAR & BAT MITZVAH
INVITATIONS

Calligraphy, too!
See the wide selection at...

KC GRAPHICS
25 Cutter Mill Plaza, Great Neck
across from the Inn at Great Neck

516-466-2434

In honor of:
Simhat Torah honorees David  
Scherr, Keyvan Frouzan and  
Rebecca Friedman- Charry

In memory of:
Shirley Feierstein

  Hannah Berman
Irwin Rudich
Leon Stein

  Rose Rudich

  Lawrence Berman
Sidney Wicentowski

  Frances Harris

In memory of:
Steven Oberstein 

  Irene Wachter-Kahn

Contributions:
Charlotte Zavon
Betty Lager
Karen and Donald 
Ashkenase

On the occasion of:

birthday

The birth of their   
granddaughter, Rebecca 
Sloane Selzer

  Roberta and Herbert  
  Selzer
                                                                                                                         
In memory of:

Ruth Adise
  Basami Ferber 

Pearl Langsner
  Daniel Weinstein

  Schneiderman
Joseph E. Shahmoon

  Jill and Douglas   

Kirk Schloss
Doris Rivilis
Pearl Langsner

  Joyce and Burton 
  Weston

  David Epstein

In honor of:
The engagement of Allison  
Lopatkin, daughter of Susan  
and Robert Lopatkin, to   
Gregory Wood

  Jerry and Anne Hirsh

In honor of:
Kim and Jon Kaiman

  Carol and Steve   
  Smolinsky 

In honor of:
The birth of Violet Rosalie  
Kardon, granddaughter of  

  Elise and Richard   
  Kestenbaum

In memory of:
Pearl Langsner

  Susan and Dennis   
  Brustein

Your ad here will be 
SEEN BY ALL

 TEMPLE ISRAEL MEMBERS! 

For advertising details
call 482-7800 now.



Marc Katz

SABBATH SERVICES
Evening 

Weekly Portion: Toledot
Genesis 25:19 - 28:9; Haftarah:

Harold Citron, Robert Lopatkin, Susan Brustein and Jeffrey Fleit
Bar Mitzvah

JAKE SEDAGHAT

Havurah

Niggun Circle with Cantor Frieder following kiddush
Minhah 
Ma’ariv
Havdalah

N’Ranenah/Evening 

Shabbat Aliyah          
Weekly Portion: Vayetse

Genesis 28:10 - 32:3; Haftarah: Hosea 12:13 – 14:10
Bar Mitzvah

son of Robin and Daniel Fleishman

Neda Sedgh, Burton Weston and Rebecca Sassouni

Minhah 
Ma’ariv
Havdalah

——Continued on page 6

           
Toledot          

In this portion we follow the events in the lives of Isaac and 
Rebekah. Twin sons—Esau and Jacob—are born and their strug-

of his birthright. Isaac, like Abraham, meets a number of challeng-
es and is assured by God that he will have many descendants and 
possess the land of Canaan. When Isaac feels his end approach-
ing and arranges to pass the blessing of succession on to Esau, 
Rebekah connives to have Jacob trick his father and receive the 

-
land to escape Esau’s wrath, but before he leaves Isaac intention-
ally passes on to him the blessing of Abraham. This action attests 
that the leadership of the Jewish people depends on God’s plan, 
not an accident of birth.

Vayetse                       
 We follow the fortunes of Jacob as he leaves the land of Canaan 

for his life, stops for a night at a place near the border and has a 
dream in which the angels ascend and descend a ladder to heaven. 

awakening, names the place Beth El, the House of God. Arriving 

and falls in love with her. He negotiates with his uncle, Laban, for 
Rachel’s hand, is tricked by Laban, and then decides it is time to 
return home. He leaves with two wives, two concubines, 11 sons, 
one daughter and much livestock. These events show how Jacob 
begins to become worthy of the blessing he has been given and of 
being a successor to Abraham and Isaac.

——Continued on page 6

Worship at Temple Israel This Week!

Periodicals 
Postage Paid 

at Great Neck, NY


