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A VOICE GUEST COLUMN
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UPCOMING EVENTS AT TEMPLE ISRAELIN MEMORIAM
Temple Israel extends condolences

 to the families of:

ALICE BRODER

DR. SOL GOURJI

May their memories be for a blessing. 
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By Elisabeth Frankel Reed

-

-

-
-

-

-

-

 

-

their 

The Seals Class toured a Vigilant Fire Department ambulance.

 
-
-

-

  

-

-
-



Temple Israel Gratefully Acknowledges
The Following Contributions

From Generation
to Generation

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND

ISRAEL SOLIDARITY FUND

Khodadadian being honored 

  Robbie Kahn, Adam  

Caroline Katz

USHERS FUND

Caroline Katz

Ira Litt

JEWISH IDENTITY FUND

birthday

DAILY MINYAN FUND

Arden Smith reading from the  
Torah

The engagement of Stefanie  

Klinger, graduating from 

  Englander and family

Caroline Katz

  Englander and family
  Shahnaz and Neil   

  

  Englander

DANA SPECTOR KIMMEL 
TORAH RESTORATION FUND

 and   

:

KHORSHID DINA HAROUNIAN 
ISRAEL EDUCATION FUND

ESTHER AND SAMUEL 
BROCHSTEIN FUND

YAD B’YAD FUND

 birthday 

  Charry
  

  

  
  Toby Katz

  Laura Leon Cohen

SHALOM CLUB 
LIBRARY SHELF FUND

 birthday 

  Putterman

  Putterman

  Eileen Putterman

RABBI STECKER’S 
DISCRETIONARY FUND

birthday
  Audrey Teitler

birthday
  Judy and Warren   

  Thelma Sahn

  Tatyana and Shawn   
  Thelen

SAMUEL BARON MUSIC FUND

  Jeffrey Englander and  
  family

PRAYER BOOK FUND

  Paul Rothbaum



Shastone Memorials

www.ShastoneMemorials.com

MEMORIALS OF DISTINCTION ERECTED AT ALL CEMETERIES

~ MORE THAN A CENTURY OF SERVICE ~

Honoring Memories. Celebrating Lives.

Riverside-Nassau 
North Chapel

www.riversidenassaunorthchapels.com
516.487.9600

There is nothing like a 
Lederman Party!

Lederman Caterers
516-466-2222

www.APPLEPSYCHOLOGICAL.com

STACI WEINER PSY.D
LICENSED CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGIST
Children - Adolescents - Family Therapy

Established Groups for Teens 
45 N. STATION PLAZA - SUITE 206   

GREAT NECK, NY
drstaci@applepsychological.com

(917) 526-0766

1232 North Wellwood Ave.
W. Babylon, NY 11704

Phone: 631.755.1200 - Fax: 631.755.1202

1620 Coney Island Ave.
Brooklyn, NY11230

Phone: 718.252.3448 - Fax: 718.252.4861

BOOKKEEPER WANTED

Part-­time. Experienced. 
Knowledgeable about 

Real Estate Management and QuickBooks. 
Work from convenient Great Neck location.

Call: 917-­841-­1976

TEMPLE ISRAEL FUND
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  Toby Katz

 Lillian Lehman

  Arlene Paul Caitung

  Lori Citak

  Jane Salzberg

  Audrey Kent Itzkowitz  

  and family

  Audrey Kent Itzkowitz  

  and family

MEN’S CLUB FUND

  Wotman

Shastone Memorials

www.ShastoneMemorials.com

MEMORIALS OF DISTINCTION ERECTED AT ALL CEMETERIES
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~ MORE THAN A CENTURY OF SERVICE ~

Honoring Memories. Celebrating Lives.

Riverside-Nassau 
North Chapel

www.riversidenassaunorthchapels.com
516.487.9600

There is nothing like a 
Lederman Party!

CALL US TO FIND OUT WHY

Lederman Caterers
at Temple Israel of Great Neck

516-466-2222
www.ledermancaterers.com

www.APPLEPSYCHOLOGICAL.com

STACI WEINER PSY.D
LICENSED CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGIST
Children - Adolescents - Family Therapy

Established Groups for Teens 
45 N. STATION PLAZA - SUITE 206   

GREAT NECK, NY
drstaci@applepsychological.com

(917) 526-0766
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——Continued from page 2

A congregant of mine at my last posi-
tion, before I came to Great Neck, told me 
the following: “Parenting is about learning 
to let go. We cannot always be there for our 

them with useful information, and then 
we leave them alone. We cannot always be 
there to hover over them in case they fall or 
make a mistake.”

We have to be careful, ladies and gen-
-

dren. Teach them to swim; don’t be there 
with the life jacket, the noodle, the pole and 
the canoe. We have to give them indepen-
dence. That is what raising the next genera-
tion is all about.

I was chatting over this sermon idea 
with Rabbi Eckstein a few weeks ago, and 
he said something to me which I never 
would have come up with myself, but I 
think works so well here. He pointed out 
to me that parents will often say that they 
want to give their children what they didn’t 
have growing up. But what we should say 
instead is, “I want to give them what I did 
have.”

Your parents may not have been able to 
give you a Lexus or a Caribbean vacation. 
But what did they give you? Was it love? 
Was it decent, but not fancy, home-cooked 
food? Was it their time? Was it an emphasis 
on the importance of family? Was it a love 
of reading, or of helping the neighbor in 
need, or of singing or building things in the 
garage or digging in the garden or playing 
in the great outdoors?

Was it punishment when you misbe-
haved? Was it shame?

Was it Judaism? Did they bring you 
to the synagogue, on the High Holidays? 
On Shabbat? Was it a love of the Divine, of 
things unseen?

Was it a sense of purpose, of belong-
ing? Was it the drive to succeed?

Dr. Wendy Mogel is an author who 
does marvelously what each of us should 
do: she uses the texts of Jewish tradition to 
teach us about our lives today. In particular, 
she has written books on parenting that see 
children and their behavior through the lens 
of ancient Jewish texts. In her book, “The 
Blessing of a Skinned Knee,” she points to a 
classic statement of Jewish law, from the so-
called “Holiness Code” of Leviticus (19:14): 
Do not put a stumbling block in front of the 
blind. (This is one of those classic passag-
es that simply cries out for interpretation. 
Rashi tells us that this can refer to anybody 

Guest Column: Giving Your Children What You Had

Between the Dance Floor and Balcony
 ——Continued from page 2

invite to the dance, or how the dance itself might look different.
As with many things in life, proper balance generally yields the most satisfying 

and we may miss out on feeling part of the action.

recently in the Torah, Moses took time out from being with the Israelites to seek insight 
from God regarding the purpose of his overall mission. “Show me your essence,” he asked 
God in an ultimate balcony moment.

With the fall holiday season behind us and a full year of Temple Israel activities ahead, 

both places will increase our appetite for the dance.  

who is blind in a certain way, not necessar-
ily one who cannot physically see).

But Dr. Mogel uses this passage to refer 
to our children, and in doing so I think that 
she sums up all of this quite nicely:

“Keeping too close an eye on our chil-
dren is a stumbling block. If they don’t have 
the chance to be bad, they can’t choose to be 
good. If they don’t have the chance to fail, 
they can’t learn. And if they aren’t allowed 
to face scary situations, they’ll grow up to 
be frightened of life’s simplest challenges.”

Our next generation is indeed pre-
cious; they will carry our body of learning, 
practice and values into the future. But we 
cannot treat them like they are precious. 
We have to teach them to swim. We have to 
give them the independence that they need 

The greatest mitzvah of parenthood is 
to let go. Don’t give your children what you 
didn’t have; give them what you did have.
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