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Temple Israel celebrated Hanukkah with a gala concert for the con-

community. The spirited egalitarian non-sectarian performers, now 
on a tour of the United States, are a regular attraction on the Tel Aviv 

seafront throughout the summer. The program, sponsored by TILL, 
was generously underwritten by Temple Israel members Bracha and 
Marty Werber. The event featured Hanukkah and Israeli music, a 
holiday dinner, and lots of latkes, of course!

Celebrating Hanukkah at Temple Israel

Temple Israel Receives United Synagogue Recognition
For Program About Its Sister Congregation In Israel

By Veronica Bisek Lurvey 
 Temple Israel’s relationship with a 
Masorti congregation in Israel and a pro-
gram held for the congregation about the 

with Our Sister Synagogue in Ashkelon, 
Israel” has been recognized by United 
Synagogue of Conservative Judaism as 
a winner of its national 2015 Solomon 
Schechter Award. 
 The award was announced at the 
United Synagogue convention, called 

Chicago. The Solomon Schechter Awards 
are designed to recognize initiatives that 
shape the center of the dynamic experience 
of Conservative Judaism.

should all feel a sense of pride that our con-
gregation has been recognized for its work 
by United Synagogue,” said Temple Israel 

to receive this distinction.”
 Temple Israel received the Recognition 

ation Beth Yeshurun of Houston, Texas, for 

Tiferet Bet Israel of Blue Bell, Pennsylvania, 

Accepting the award for Temple Israel was 
Membership Committee Chair Ofra Panzer.

was a pre-Shabbat multi-media event held 
in the congregation’s courtyard last year 
on Friday, July 25. Led by then-Associate 
       ——Continued on page 4

Jackie Astrof, one of the liaisons with Tem-
ple Israel’s sister congregation in Israel, 
proudly displays the United Synagogue 

Danny Mishkin.                   Photo by Ofra Panzer



FROM THE PRESIDENT

Strategic Planning
By Rob Panzer

 As everyone is hopefully aware, we are 
in the midst of Sulam for Strategic Planners, 
a program offered by United Synagogue. 
The data thus far gathered has indicated a 

-
ration. Understanding that we can’t delve 
into everything at once, we are creating 

chesed -
tainability, intermarriage, membership, and 
Youth House engagement and education.
 The task forces should be able to com-

time frame. Most of the task forces are open 
to anyone interested in participating, with 

one. Our goal is to allow as many people 

FROM THE RABBI

An Important and Controversial Visit
By Rabbi Howard Stecker

 Naftali Bennett’s recent visit to the 
Solomon Schechter School of Manhattan 
was eagerly anticipated by the entire school 
community. After considerable planning, 
Bennett, who serves as Israel’s minister of 
education and minister of diaspora affairs, 
spent several hours at the Schechter School 
on December 1. 
 I received a full description of the plan-
ning and the actual event from Deanna, 
who is the coordinator of learning support 

Leadership Team. Among other things, 
Bennett had conversations with middle 
school students and adults and shared sto-
ries and songs with the entire school. A vid-

children and singing along to some popular 
Israeli tunes.
 That same day, along with the video, 
Bennett tweeted the following message in 
Hebrew to his approximately 40,000 fol-

wonderful Conservative Solomon Schech-
ter School in New York. Such love of Israel. 
Such love of Judaism.”
 Naftali Bennett, who personally iden-

-

indicated how impressed he was. Deanna 
informed me that the students and parents 
were likewise impressed by Bennett’s down 
to earth manner and ability to engage. So 
far, so good.

castigated Bennett for having visited the 
school. Among his critics was Chief Ash-
kenazi Rabbi David Lau. According to Is-
raeli newspaper Haaretz, Rabbi Lau said in 

A VOICE GUEST COLUMN

What Is Torah Fund?
By Ellen Cooper

EDITOR’S NOTE: -

for your assistance with the fund in this Voice Guest Column.

 We are an arm of Women’s League for 
Conservative Judaism (the world’s largest 
Jewish women’s organization) dedicated 
to strengthening Jewish education. Thanks 
to our efforts, we have been able to en-

apartment complexes,

classrooms in the education pavilion at JTS, 

Terrace and garden furniture for the enjoy-
ment of faculty, students, staff, and visitors.

space” of the Women’s League Seminary 
Synagogue, which the Torah Fund Cam-
paign monies built for daily use three times 
a day.
 The results of Torah Fund activities 
are visible at all the institutions that Torah 

-
cal Seminary, the Ziegler School of Rabbinic 
Studies in Los Angeles, The Schechter Insti-
tute in Israel, and the Seminario Rabinico
       ——Continued on page 7

Join us 
in planning the future 

of Temple Israel!
as possible to participate. Having said that, 
though, there is a limit to the number of 
people a task force can be comprised of 

served. 
 If you are interested in serving on one 
of these groups, please contact Larry Green-
grass at <Lgreengrass@moundcotton.com> 
or Lynn Weitzman at <Lynnweitzman@
gmail.com>.
 We’re looking to make this process as 
inclusive as possible, and this provides a 
chance for every voice to be heard. Join us 
in planning the future of Temple Israel!
 I’m hoping everyone enjoyed a happy 
and meaningful Hanukkah.
 As always, I can be reached at <Rob-
panzer18@gmail.com>.

We are…dedicated 
to strengthening 
Jewish education. 

hance the lives of the Jewish community’s 
students, rabbis, cantors, educators, social 

-
-

nary (JTS) facilities,

…we understand 
that there are 

multiple paths…
place that explicitly belongs to groups that 
you know don’t respect klal yisrael (the com-
munity of Israel).” 

-
-

nett believes that public leaders in Israel need 
to bring Jews closer and not alienate them, and 
he views comments that alienate rather than 
bringing people closer with major concern.”
                              ——Continued on page 7
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IN MEMORIAM
Temple Israel extends condolences

to the families of:

HAROLD NELKIN
husband of Ruth Nelkin,

father of Amy Kase 
and the late Leslie Nelkin

and esteemed member of Temple Israel

JEFFREY E. EPSTEIN

IBOLYA (IBI) KOVACS
mother of George Kovacs

GRETA GRUNFELD
esteemed member of Temple Israel

MARTIN BAUMAN
husband of Sherry Bauman

and esteemed member of Temple Israel

May their memories be for a blessing.

UPCOMING EVENTS AT TEMPLE ISRAEL
           Family Friday Dinner

Jan.   10 Family B’nai Mitzvah
           Led by Cantor Frieder
  10 B’nai Mitzvah

           of Bulgarian Jewry and the Holocaust”

  24 Family B’nai Mitzvah
           Led by Rabbi Schweber
  25 Tu Bishvat

           Featuring Rabbi Schweber

MAZAL TOV TO . . .
 on the birth of 

their granddaughter, Tali Rose Alani.
 on the mar-

riage of their daughter, Jaclyn, to Russell 
Freeman.

Be a part of Temple Israel’s

Commemorate a joyous life cycle event by purchasing a leaf, 
pomegranate or stone on Temple Israel’s new Tree of Life. 
Create a lasting tribute to a loved one’s special occasion 

while supporting your congregation. 
For ordering information call 482-7800.. 

Note that leaves may be purchased at the discounted price 
of $270 prior to January 1, 2016. 

DISCOUNT EXPIRES DECEMBER 31
PURCHASE YOUR LEAF TODAY!

Congregation Thanks 
Its Kiddush Sponsors
 Appreciation is expressed by the Tem-

members who have generously sponsored 
and enhanced the Sabbath kiddush.
 Contributions toward the kiddush on 

Astrof and Josh Astrof in honor of the Bar 
Mitzvah of their son, Jared, by Fariba La-
lehzar and Alfred Sedaghat in memory of 
their father, Mansour Sedaghat, and Vivian 
Brash in memory of her father, Joseph Katz.
 A contribution toward the kiddush on 
November 14 was made by Debbie (Moj-
gan) and Alfred Sedaghat in honor of the 
Bar Mitzvah of their son, Jake.  Contribu-
tions toward the kiddush were made by 
Ronnie and Marc Katz in honor of the Auf 
Ruf of their son, Jacob, and Amanda Teitel-
man, and by Toby and Gary Noren in honor 
of the Auf Ruf of their son. Benjamin, and 
Ruby Goldsand.

Next Voice Issue, Deadlines
The next issue of The Voice will be 

published on Friday, January 8. The dead-
line for that issue is Monday, December 21.

The following issue, the Tu Bishvat 
issue, will be published on Friday, Janu-
ary 22. The deadline for that issue is Fri-
day, January 8.
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Temple Israel Receives Award for Program About Sister Congregation

Religious School Torah Troupe students read Torah during the 
month of November, including, left to right, Noah Bernstein, Kar-
ina Makhani, Sigal Weitzman, and Matthew Manesh. With them 

is Religious School Director Rabbi Amy Roth, in photo above left.  
Other Torah readers, at right with Rabbi Roth, are  Raphi Ker-
mani and Alec Blumberg.

Torah Troupe Reading Torah in the Religious School

——Continued from front page
Rabbi Seth Adelson and, Danny Mishkin, 
the Director of the Waxman High School and 

-
prised of spirited music, readings and activi-
ties for all ages, and was designed to help the 
congregation connect with Temple Israel’s 
sister congregation, Congregation Netzach 

 The program was scheduled to take 
place right before the start of Shabbat, a 
perfect time to offer prayers of peace, ac-
cording to Rabbi Adelson. Arts and crafts 
projects engaged children as well as adults. 
They made cards and decorated a prayer for 
peace written in three languages, Hebrew, 

-

 Congregants were also encouraged to 
record personal greetings, to wish a Shabbat 
Shalom from their families directly to the 
families of Netzach Israel. These greetings 
were made into a video, which was emailed 
directly to the Israeli congregation. 
 The heartfelt thoughts expressed in the 
video were both very personal—as some 
congregants fought back tears—and univer-
sal. In one segment, Jacob Maymie spoke 

have to say, 100 percent Am Israel Chai... I 
have always stood by Israel, and we in the 
U.S. still stand by Israel, and we will con-
tinue to do so.” 

 Former Temple Israel Vice President 

are with you. We hope and pray every day 
for your safety and the safety of all Israelis, 
especially the IDF. Shabbat Shalom,” he said.
 A video of the Temple Israel event 
is available for viewing on YouTube by 

 Over the past several years, there have 
been numerous visits by Temple Israel mem-
bers, both through the Youth House and indi-
vidually, to Netzach Israel. Rabbi Stecker also 
took a group of congregants a few summers 
ago. A real connection has been formed, and 
the congregations have become family. For this 
reason, engaging in the program was an emo-
tional experience for many of the participants.
 
Israel and her people. The thought of the 
children continuing with school in an un-
derground shelter and under the constant 

especially considering the safety of my own 
kids that I sometimes take for granted. So, 
wishing them peace and safety at that mo-
ment in the recorded message was over-
whelming for me,” explained Lisa Goodwin. 

the special relationship that Temple Israel 
has had with Netzach Israel for nearly a 
decade. The association began when Board 

Yousefzadeh Sassouni approached the 

Temple Israel clergy with an idea of form-
ing a partnership between Temple Israel 
and a community in Israel. Ultimately, a 
synagogue-to-synagogue connection was 
formed and Netzach Israel was chosen to 

 Located in Ashkelon, which lies a little 
over eight miles north of the border with 
the Gaza Strip, Netzach Israel has mem-
bers from many different backgrounds. 
Unfortunately, due to its location, it is a 
target for rockets launched from Gaza, and 
people living in this community have 15-

Red sirens warn of rockets from Gaza. 

Temple Israel received nearly daily email 
updates from Netzach Israel, describing the 
stress of living under a constant threat.
 The news out of Israel at this time, and 
the personal emails in particular, triggered 
a response in the Temple Israel community. 

-
thing... to show support and solidarity with 

program grew out of this response.
 The program is a testament to how 
an urge to do something can become a full-
blown, meaningful program with the help of 
various people in the community, according 
to Ms. Astrof, one of the leading forces behind 

to see how a small idea could become such a 
strong community building activity,” she said. 



B’NAI/B’NOT MITZVAH IN 
OUR TEMPLE ISRAEL FAMILY

Barrett Kanfer
Barrett Kanfer will be called to the Torah 
as a Bat Mitzvah on January 9. She is the 
daughter of Debra and Abraham C. Kanfer 
and has a brother, Skyler, 19. Barrett is a 
seventh grade student at Great Neck North 
Middle School, where she is in the honors 
math program. She is on her school tennis 
and volleyball teams and enjoys skiing and 
science, as well as playing the clarinet in the 
school band. Barrett is currently attending 
the Waxman High School and plans to visit 
Israel again in the near future.

FROM THE WAXMAN HIGH SCHOOL AND YOUTH HOUSE

Youth House Helps the Homeless
By Danny Mishkin 

 During the past month, our eighth 
grade Mitzvah Corps volunteered with 
kids at Homes for the Homeless, and the 
ninth grade Jewish Bucket List teens did a 
Midnight Run. In two very different ways 
each community responded to the needy 
among us.
 On Monday, November 2, while most 
of us were preparing to make our voice 
heard through voting, 11 ninth graders, a 
few dedicated parents, Rabbi Schweber, 

dozens of coats, blankets, and many other 
necessities, and caravanned to Manhattan 
to hand out these goods to those living on 
the streets. 
 The prep time takes hours, the delivery 
takes hours, and the feeling is priceless. Not 
only did every ninth grader hand out ne-
cessities, they also broke down the stereo-

some way. We heard stories and jokes as we 

a shirt or coat they needed to keep warm.
 An event like this is sad, but it did 
not feel that way. The people we helped 
were so grateful, kind, and uplifting that 
the event was actually fun. Rabbi Schwe-
ber and I commented throughout the night 
how all the kids were smiling, and even say-
ing when they got back in the car that they 
were having so much fun. Obviously, we 
wish that people did not live on the street 
and struggle for basic necessities, but there 

was something about cutting through all the 
politics and stereotypes to just give what we 
could in the most joyous way possible. Mid-
night Run is an incredible organization, and 
our entire Youth House community has the 
chance to participate again on Sunday, Janu-
ary 17, in a Midnight Run organized by our 
TILT students. For more information, go to 
<www.midnightrun.org>.
 A huge thank you is due to Limor 
Ohebshalom, Halleh Fouladi, Audrey Itz-

accompanying us, making it a safe Mid-
night Run. 
 Our eighth grade Mitzvah Corps also 
did its part, but by working through the 
shelter system. Many children and families 
have no place to go, and that’s why a place 
like Saratoga Family Inn is so important. 
Providing housing, after school care, day-
care, and many other services, they help 
families get back on their feet. Our Mitzvah 
Corps students organized and implement-
ed an evening of physical education for 

-
tions was the goal. It was amazing to see 
our teens bond instantly with a child from 
such a different background.
 As Jews, we are obligated to help the 
needy and our Youth House teens do an in-

this promise. Kol HaKavod to all who par-
ticipated. 
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Waxman High School and Youth House ninth graders prepare food for another Temple 
Israel Midnight Run, bringing food and clothing to New York City’s homeless.

Have a 

green 

thumb?

Temple Israel’s

 House Committee 

is looking 

for volunteers 

to assist 

with synagogue 

landscaping 

including plantings 

around the grounds.

To volunteer call 

the Temple Israel 



Temple Israel Gratefully Acknowledges
The Following Contributions

From Generation
to Generation

RABBI STECKER’S 
DISCRETIONARY FUND
In honor of:
 The engagement their daughter,  
 Jillian to Andrew Herzog  
  Dana and Michael Zuller
 Rabbi Stecker and 
 Temple Israel
  Randi Zuller
 Rabbi Stecker
  The Frankel Family

  Ohebshalom
 Their son, Daniel, becoming a  
 Bar Mitzvah
  Neda and Farid Sedgh

In memory of:
 All our family yahrzeits
  Paula and Rabbi Marim  
  Charry
 Daniel L. Lieberfarb
  Warren Lieberfarb
 Kathy Itchkow
  Anne and Ron Jasse
 Ben Rotter
 Jennie Rotter

  Claire Cahn

  Linda and Josh Young 
  Carol and Marc   
  Seidenberg
 Ruth Adise
 Doris Rivilis
 Frieda Rosenzweig
  Manijeh and Jack Moallem 
 Pearl Langsner
  Jeffrey Fleit
 Selma Carnel
  Arlene and Jack Levine
 Harold Denner
  Sharon Horowitz

For the recovery of:
 Their daughter, Stephanie
  Rachel and Geoffrey  

JEWISH IDENTITY FUND
In memory of:
 Jane Rogoff
  Milton Rosen

SHALOM CLUB 
LIBRARY SHELF FUND
In memory of:
 Pearl Langsner

  Putterman
 Jonathan Grossberg
  Naomi Schulman and  
  family
 Doris Rivilis

  Fleischer
 David Sanders
  Marylin Goldberg

JEAN WALTON 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
In memory of:
 Harry Wolsky
 Louis Rosen
  Susan Tomback 

YAD B’YAD FUND
In honor of:
 The engagement of Allison  
 Lopatkin, daughter of Susan  
 and Robert Lopatkin, to   
 Gregory Wood
  Carol and Steve   
  Smolinsky
 Wally Kopelowitz’s 
 special birthday

 The Bar Mitzvah of Gidon Katz
 The Bar Mitzvah of Jared Astrof
  Brenda and Natie   
  Kopelowitz

 Bracha Werber receiving an  
 honorary doctorate from 

 Assembly
  Charles Dimston
  Robert Wurtzel

In memory of:
 Marilyn Leavitt
  Frances and Philip   
  Froehlich
  Helen P. Leavitt and  

 Pearl Langsner
  Brenda and Natie   
  Kopelowitz
 Harold Hymes
  Kenneth Hymes
 Ann Schillinger
  Betty Lager
 Meyer Hammer
  Pearl Hammer Hymes
 Doris Rivilis

  Seth Moin
 Grace Barkas
  Daryl Schulman
 Milton Levenson
  Gilda Hecht
 Ruth Adise
  Rena and Jonathan   
  Horwitz
  Betty Lager
 Herbert I. Sugarman
  Libby Weston
 Frieda Rosenzeweig
  Betty Lager

USHERS FUND
In memory of:
 Kathy Itchkow
 Beverly Goldman
 Pearl Langsner
  Manijeh and Jack Moallem
 Stuart Roth
  Libby Weston

BETH HAGAN 
NURSERY SCHOOL FUND
In honor of:
 The birth of Violet Rosalie  
 Kardon, granddaughter of  
 Ronnie and Marc Katz
  Shirley Samansky and  
  family

  Kestenbaum
 The birth of Jonah Levin   
 Mizrahi, grandson of 
 Nelly Mizrahi
  Rena and Jonathan   
  Horwitz

WAXMAN HIGH SCHOOL 
AND YOUTH HOUSE FUND
In memory of:
 Beatrice Feder
  Carol Glatstein

  Parvaneh Khodadadian
 Anna Berman
  Irene Ashery
 Morton Bloom
  Paul Bloom
 Jackson Traub
  Marjorie Hoffman
 Lilo Winer
  Joelle and Geoff Serota
  Randi and Mark Rosinsky
 
CANTOR FRIEDER’S 
DISCRETIONARY FUND
In appreciation of:
 Cantor Frieder’s help and  
 kindness during the funeral of  

  Audrey Kent Itzkowitz  

 Their son, Daniel, becoming a  
 Bar Mitzvah
  Neda and Farid Sedgh
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D’VAR TORAH
——Continued from back page
Shemot                  Saturday, January 2
 
the account of the history of a clan to the history of the Hebrew 
nation. A new king, who does not know Joseph, ascends the 

Israelite parents, but owing to a set of strange circumstances, 

-

to Midian, where he marries and becomes a shepherd for his 
father-in-law, Jethro, the priest of Midian. While tending his 

-
ple. Accompanied by his brother, Aaron, he makes an appeal 

-

bringing his people back to their land.

SABBATH SERVICES
——Continued from back page

Friday, January 1
 

Saturday, January 2

Shemot

Haftarah:

Joyce Weston, and Mike (Shahram) Delafraz

Minhah 
Ma’ariv
Havdalah
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Shastone Memorials

www.ShastoneMemorials.com

MEMORIALS OF DISTINCTION ERECTED AT ALL CEMETERIES

~ MORE THAN A CENTURY OF SERVICE ~

Honoring Memories. Celebrating Lives.

Riverside-Nassau 
North Chapel

www.riversidenassaunorthchapels.com
516.487.9600

There is nothing like a 
Lederman Party!

CALL US TO FIND OUT WHY

Lederman Caterers
at Temple Israel of Great Neck

516-466-2222
www.ledermancaterers.com

1232 North Wellwood Ave.
W. Babylon, NY 11704

Phone: 631.755.1200 - Fax: 631.755.1202

1620 Coney Island Ave.
Brooklyn, NY 11230

Phone: 718.252.3448 - Fax: 718.252.4861

www.APPLEPSYCHOLOGICAL.com

STACI WEINER PSY.D
LICENSED CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGIST
Children - Adolescents - Family Therapy

Established Groups for Teens 
45 N. STATION PLAZA - SUITE 206   

GREAT NECK, NY
drstaci@applepsychological.com

(917) 526-0766

BAR & BAT MITZVAH
INVITATIONS

Calligraphy, too!
See the wide selection at...

KC GRAPHICS
25 Cutter Mill Plaza, Great Neck
across from the Inn at Great Neck

516-466-2434

Your ad here will be 
SEEN BY ALL

 TEMPLE ISRAEL MEMBERS! 

For advertising details
call 482-7800 now.

——Continued from page 2
Latinoamericano in Buenos Aires.
 We continue to commit to Torah Fund 
and to the JTS to assure a viable future for 
Conservative Judaism for our children and 
future generations. Over 70 years, Torah 

receive a beautiful Torah Fund pin, which 
you can wear proudly to show that you are 
a supporter of the Jewish Theological Semi-

——Continued from page 2
 I especially appreciated a letter writ-
ten to Rabbi Lau by Daniel Labovitz, 
former president of the school, in which 

You insulted me directly and 
personally, Rabbi, when you said that this 
school, of which I was president for four 
years, and which has educated both of 
my sons to love Israel, explicitly belongs 
to groups that you know don’t respect 
klal yisrael. You insulted me directly and 
personally, Rabbi, when you said that my 
son, who sat next to Minister Bennett on 

yachad, lev el lev nif-
tach b’tikva,” 
other’s hearts with hope”) doesn’t respect 
klal yisrael. You insult me personally be-
cause two of the graduates of Schechter 
Manhattan are currently serving in the 
IDF, defending klal yisrael, something that 
most of the Haredi men their age aren’t 
doing.”
 On Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, 
we sing the prayer, Hayom t’Gadleinu. To-

day, make us larger. On Hanukkah, we 
follow the opinion of Hillel by increas-
ing the number of candles we light each 
night so that we can increase holiness 
in the world. How sad that Rabbi Lau 
chooses to reduce rather than enlarge, to 
be incapable of seeing an abundance of 
holiness even when it is coursing through 
the hearts and souls of children and the 

adults who love and guide them.
 Fortunately Naftali Bennett knows 
better, and so do we. At the Solomon 
Schechter School of Manhattan, at Temple 
Israel of Great Neck and at numerous 
other places across the globe, we under-
stand that there are multiple paths toward 
embracing the beauty of our heritage and 
enhancing the glory of klal yisrael. 

From the Rabbi: An Important and Controversial Visit

nary.
 Contributions of any amount are most 
welcome. For more details about the Torah 
Fund and how your contribution can make 
a difference, please call me at 466-8072 or 
send your Torah Fund contribution to To-
rah Fund at Temple Israel, 108 Old Mill 

 We welcome everyone’s participation 
in our campaign. Just call us. We will be 
glad to tell you how you can be part of Sis-
terhood’s Torah Fund Campaign.

What Is Torah Fund?

Shastone Memorials

www.ShastoneMemorials.com
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——Continued from page 2
A congregant of mine at my last posi-

tion, before I came to Great Neck, told me 
the following: “Parenting is about learning 
to let go. We cannot always be there for our 

them with useful information, and then 
we leave them alone. We cannot always be 
there to hover over them in case they fall or 
make a mistake.”

We have to be careful, ladies and gen-
-

dren. Teach them to swim; don’t be there 
with the life jacket, the noodle, the pole and 
the canoe. We have to give them indepen-
dence. That is what raising the next genera-
tion is all about.

I was chatting over this sermon idea 
with Rabbi Eckstein a few weeks ago, and 
he said something to me which I never 
would have come up with myself, but I 
think works so well here. He pointed out 
to me that parents will often say that they 
want to give their children what they didn’t 
have growing up. But what we should say 
instead is, “I want to give them what I did 
have.”

Your parents may not have been able to 
give you a Lexus or a Caribbean vacation. 
But what did they give you? Was it love? 
Was it decent, but not fancy, home-cooked 
food? Was it their time? Was it an emphasis 
on the importance of family? Was it a love 
of reading, or of helping the neighbor in 
need, or of singing or building things in the 
garage or digging in the garden or playing 
in the great outdoors?

Was it punishment when you misbe-
haved? Was it shame?

Was it Judaism? Did they bring you 
to the synagogue, on the High Holidays? 
On Shabbat? Was it a love of the Divine, of 
things unseen?

Was it a sense of purpose, of belong-
ing? Was it the drive to succeed?

Dr. Wendy Mogel is an author who 
does marvelously what each of us should 
do: she uses the texts of Jewish tradition to 
teach us about our lives today. In particular, 
she has written books on parenting that see 
children and their behavior through the lens 
of ancient Jewish texts. In her book, “The 
Blessing of a Skinned Knee,” she points to a 
classic statement of Jewish law, from the so-
called “Holiness Code” of Leviticus (19:14): 
Do not put a stumbling block in front of the 
blind. (This is one of those classic passag-
es that simply cries out for interpretation. 
Rashi tells us that this can refer to anybody 

Guest Column: Giving Your Children What You Had

Between the Dance Floor and Balcony
 ——Continued from page 2
invite to the dance, or how the dance itself might look different.

As with many things in life, proper balance generally yields the most satisfying 

and we may miss out on feeling part of the action.

recently in the Torah, Moses took time out from being with the Israelites to seek insight 
from God regarding the purpose of his overall mission. “Show me your essence,” he asked 
God in an ultimate balcony moment.

With the fall holiday season behind us and a full year of Temple Israel activities ahead, 

both places will increase our appetite for the dance.  

who is blind in a certain way, not necessar-
ily one who cannot physically see).

But Dr. Mogel uses this passage to refer 
to our children, and in doing so I think that 
she sums up all of this quite nicely:

“Keeping too close an eye on our chil-
dren is a stumbling block. If they don’t have 
the chance to be bad, they can’t choose to be 
good. If they don’t have the chance to fail, 
they can’t learn. And if they aren’t allowed 
to face scary situations, they’ll grow up to 
be frightened of life’s simplest challenges.”

Our next generation is indeed pre-
cious; they will carry our body of learning, 
practice and values into the future. But we 
cannot treat them like they are precious. 
We have to teach them to swim. We have to 
give them the independence that they need 

The greatest mitzvah of parenthood is 
to let go. Don’t give your children what you 
didn’t have; give them what you did have.
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D’VAR TORAH
By Rabbi Marim D. Charry

           
Vayigash                               Saturday, December 19

In this portion the Joseph narrative is continued as Judah 
makes a moving appeal to Joseph, still unrecognized by his 
brothers, on behalf of his brother, Benjamin, who had been 
accused of stealing Joseph’s goblet. Judah’s words convince 
Joseph that his brothers have truly changed since they sold him. 
He reveals himself to them, inquires about his father’s health 
and assures them that their action was part of God’s plan to put 
him in a position to save lives. He invites the entire family to 

-
ine. When Jacob arrives, Joseph presents his father at court and 
settles the family in a choice area of the land. In the following 

crown. Jacob’s journey to Egypt connects him with Abraham, 

step in the transformation of the patriarch’s family into the peo-
ple of Israel.

Vayehi           Saturday, December 26
 We conclude the cycle of Jacob stories and the Book of 
Genesis in this portion. After 17 years in Egypt, Jacob feels 
that his end is approaching. He makes Joseph swear that he 
will bury him with his forebearers in the land of Israel, and 
he blesses Joseph’s children, Ephraim and Manasseh, thereby 
effectively elevating them to the status of Israelite tribes. Jacob 
then calls in all of his sons and delivers his testament in which 
he characterizes them and predicts what the future will bring 
each of them. Upon Jacob’s death, the brothers bury him in the 
Cave of Machpelah and return to Egypt where they beg Joseph’s 
forgiveness for the way they treated him. Joseph reassures them 
again that it was all part of God’s plan. The concluding verses 
remind us of God’s promise that the Israelites would return 
to the land of Canaan and prepare us to move in the Book of 
Exodus with its account of the enslavement and redemption.
                                                                             ——Continued on page 6

SABBATH SERVICES
Friday, December 18

N’Ranenah Evening Service                    6:30 P.M.
Waxman High School Family Friday Dinner                  7:30 P.M.

Saturday, December 19
Morning Service/Shabbat Morning Group Aliyah           9:00 A.M.

Weekly Portion: Vayigash; Genesis 44:18 - 47:27
Haftarah: Ezekiel 37:15 – 28

Bat Mitzvah
ASHLEY OHEBSHALOM

daughter of Sharon and David Ohebshalom

Mark Putter, Ofra Panzer, and Patty Schneider
Junior Congregation                 10:30 A.M.
Toddler Service                                  11:00 A.M.
Niggun Circle with Cantor Frieder                     following kiddush
Minhah                                      3:50 P.M.
Ma’ariv                                       4:56 P.M.
Havdalah                                        5:11 P.M.

Friday, December 25
Evening Service                                     4:15 P.M.

Saturday, December 26 - Shabbat Hazak
Morning Service                                   9:00 A.M.

Weekly Portion: Vayehi; Genesis 47:28 - 50:26
Haftarah: I Kings 2:1 – 12

Miriam Kobliner, Lori Oppenheimer, and Joseph Farber
Havurah Service                   10:00 A.M.
Junior Congregation                  10:30 A.M.
Toddler Service                     11:00 A.M.
Minhah                          3:55 P.M.
Ma’ariv                         5:00 P.M.
Havdalah           5:15 P.M.

  ——Continued on page 6
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