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Award-Winning Israeli Author Speaking at Temple Israel

Author Ayelet Tsabari will speak about her 
new book at Temple Israel on March 15.

Beth HaGan Classes Mix Torah and Science at Annual Fair

By Rachel Mathless, Director, Beth HaGan Nursery School
 Despite bitter cold weather, Temple Israel’s 15th Annual Beth 
HaGan Nursery School Torah Science Fair drew record crowds of par-
ents, grandparents and friends recently to see the amazing work of 
the school’s young students. All exhibits combined a concept in Torah 
and a concept in science in a delightfully creative, aesthetic display.
 The Dolphin class, under the direction of Morah Connie and 
Morah Hilda, looked at survival of the Jewish people in the desert, 
including animal and plant life. Each child made their own desert 

animal. The class also made a full sized Mishkan, complete with 
Menorah and alter.
	 The	Pandas	learned	about	the	creation	of	the	first	man	and	
woman and studied their bodies and the workings of the brain,

——Continued on page 4

The Beth HaGan Panda Class exhibit, above left, reflected their 
study of the brain, heart, lungs and muscles. The Giraffe class ex-
hibit looked at the properties of rocks, their textures and colors.

By Alise Kreditor 
Award-winning Israeli author Ayelet 

Tsabari will discuss her new book, The Best 
Place on Earth, at Temple Israel on Tuesday, 
March 15, at 8:15 PM. Her new collection of 
stories, published in the United States this 
month by Random House, is global in scope 
yet intimate in feel, beautifully written and 
emotionally powerful. 

“Temple Israel is thrilled to have Ms. 
Tsabari join us just one week after the re-
lease of her highly praised book,” said Neda 
Sedgh, who is chairing the program. “We 
hope the congregation will take advantage 
of this special event which will introduce us 
to one of Israel’s rising stars in literature.” 

The book won the prestigious Sami 

Rohr Prize for Jewish Literature for the 
publication, her debut collection of sto-
ries. The Times of Israel, calls the book “…
highly recommended…the stories of The 
Best Place on Earth leave you wishing they 
wouldn’t end.”  

The 11 spellbinding stories often focus 
on Israel’s Mizrahi Jews, featuring mothers 
and children, soldiers and bohemians, lov-
ers and best friends, all searching for their 
place in the world.  From Israel to India to 
Canada, Ms. Tsabari’s indelible characters 
grapple with love, violence, faith, identity, 
and the challenges of balancing old tradi-
tions with modern times. 

“The Best Place on Earth focuses on Jews
                           ——Continued on page 7



FROM THE RABBI

Basking in Proper Reflection
By Rabbi Howard Stecker

 
My colleague, Rabbi Jonathan Spira-

Savett, asked Senator Clinton a question 
at the recent town hall meeting in New 
Hampshire. Using a famous rabbinic teach-
ing as a prompt, he asked the presidential 
candidate how she balances humility and 
self-esteem in her political leadership. I 
think we would benefit from hearing every 
candidate answer such a question, one that 
requires a depth of reflection that is often 
missing in political campaigns.
 Sadly, lack of self-reflection is hardly 
limited to political candidates. Who takes 
significant time to ask the meta-questions 
about what we do and why?  Yet failure 
to reflect sufficiently can result in repeated 
mistakes, bitterness and burnout. 
 Experts in teen stress point out that 
teenagers are at high risk for dangerous 
behavior because they lack suitable con-
text and support for self-reflection. Several 
programs that we sponsor in our Youth 
House are designed to give teens a safe, 
nurturing place in which to explore essen-
tial questions in light of the wisdom that 

…failure to reflect 
sufficiently can result 
in repeated mistakes, 

bitterness and burnout. 

Judaism can offer. In Rosh Hodesh discus-
sion groups, on trips to Israel, in study and 
prayer that are integrated with activities 
as wide-ranging as social action and surf-
ing, our teens are encouraged to reflect on 
who they are and how Jewish tradition can 
guide them in ways that matter to them. 
 Adults likewise need time and context 

in which to reflect. Toward this end, we 
have added kavanot (inspirational readings) 
and guided meditation to our services. We 
provide multiple opportunities for people 
to explore issues that are significant at vari-
ous stages of the life cycle. Recently, for ex-
ample, we started a series of discussions for
                                   ——Continued on page 5

A VOICE GUEST COLUMN

A Sisterhood Invitation
By Karen Ashkenase

EDITOR’S NOTE: The Temple Israel Sisterhood has a busy schedule of events, and the 
group’s president, Karen Ashkenase, invites you to join them in this Voice Guest Column.

If you enjoy the flowers on the bimah 
each Shabbat, that’s Sisterhood. If you have 
received help from Yad B’Yad during a 
shiva period, that’s Sisterhood. If you have 
purchased beautiful items from the Judai-

We consider our work 
very important 

and our contributions 
worthwhile. So, join us!
ca Shop, that’s Sisterhood. If you have re-
ceived a lovely mishloach manot Purim pack-
age, that’s Sisterhood.

Sisterhood is involved in these projects 
and many more. I dare say that just about 
every congregant has been touched by Sis-
terhood in some way. And, we are proud of 
our synagogue involvement.

 We also pride ourselves on being 
multi-generational and multi-cultural. We 
are a family and as I have said before, we 
are a “sisterhood.”
 Our involvement, however, extends 
beyond the synagogue walls. Sisterhood 
supports the Masorti/Mercaz Movement 
in Israel. And, we are deeply involved in 
support of the Jewish Theological Seminary 
through Torah Fund, as Ellen Cooper, our 
chair, has written about in previous issues 
of The Voice.
 Temple Israel’s Sisterhood is part of the 
International Women’s League for Conser-
vative Judaism, concerned about the pres-
ent and future of our movement.
 We consider our work very important 
and our contributions worthwhile. So, join us!

Our next big project will be prepar-
ing mishloach manot Purim packages. Iris 
Adler, our tireless chair, has been prepar-
                      ——Continued on page 7
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

A Proposal
By Rob Panzer

As the winter draws to a close and 
spring appears on the horizon, we recog-
nize that Purim will be here soon and short-
ly thereafter it will be Pesach. 

There is a line in the beginning of the 
Passover haggadah that roughly translates 
as “Let all who are hungry come eat.” I 
would like us to consider a new pro-
gram to insure that everyone has a seder 
to attend. We’ll call it “Eliyahu’s Table.” 
Anyone who might have an open seat or 
two (or more) available at their first seder 
would let the synagogue know of this 
availability. Anybody who might need a 
place to go on the first night would also 
let us know and we will try to match the 
two. 

We have enlisted Membership Com-
mittee members Irene and Fred Einstein to 
gather and collate the information on both 

I would like us 
to consider 

a new program 
to insure that everyone 
has a seder to attend. 

those who have extra space at their seder 
table and those who may not have a place 
to go. The Einsteins may be contacted by 
email at <Irenefred123@gmail.com> or by 
calling 439-4406. We would like to expand 
the program to include other holidays and 
perhaps Shabbat dinners as well, but we’ll 
start small.
 As an example of how meaningful this 
can be, last year Ofra and I hosted a young 
man who is going through the conversion 
process. He attended our first night seder 
(his first ever) and came back the second 
night, as well. When we went around the 
table and asked everyone to share a Pass-
over memory, he said, “I remember my first 
seder like it was yesterday!” We all laughed, 
but it was easy to see how meaningful it 
was for him and for all of us as well. When 
we talk about building community it’s easy 
to see how important moments like these 
are.

The Temple Israel Men’s Club spon-
sors a second night seder planned for Sat-
urday evening, April 23. Details will follow 
soon, but mark your calendar now. 
 As always, I can be reached by email at 
<robpanzer18@gmail.com>.



   In MeMorIaM
Temple Israel extends condolences

 to the family of:

PARVIN (YEHUDA) SASSOUNI
brother of Rafael Sassouni

May his memory be for a blessing.

UpcoMIng events at teMple Israel
March  6 New Member Welcoming Ceremony            9:30 A.M.

6 TILL Film Series: “Rashevski’s Tango”                            7:00 P.M.
 7 Sisterhood Board Meeting                                                          10:00 A.M.
 8 Beth HaGan Spring Book Fair                                            3:30 P.M.
 9-10 Beth HaGan Spring Book Fair                                            9:00 A.M.
 10 EmpTI Nesters presents “A Whole New World:             8:15 P.M.
        The Challenges and Joys of Parenting Adult Children 
 15 TILL presents Notable Authors Series              8:15 P.M.
        Speaker Ayelet Tsabari
 16 iEngage Israel Series: “Jewish and Democratic State”             8:15 P.M.
        Sponsored by TILL
 17 Are We Really Healthy? Series: “Being Healthy-Being Jewish”   7:00 P.M.
        With Guest Speaker Dr. Shmuel Shield 

 Board of Trustees Meeting               8:15 P.M.
 18 Adult B’nai Mitzvah Dinner              7:30 P.M.
 20 Blood Drive Sponsored by the Men’s Club            8:30 A.M.

 TILL Film Series: “Gett”               7:00 P.M.
 23 Erev Purim
 27 B’nai Mitzvah Family Workshop             9:30 A.M.
 31 Men’s Club Meeting               7:30 P.M.
April  3 TILL and TI Bonds Parenting Seminar            9:45 A.M.
 9 Temple Israel Players performance of “West Side Story” 
 10 TILL and TI Bonds Parenting Seminar            9:45 A.M.

 B’nai Mitzvah Family Workshop           10:30 A.M.
 Temple Israel Players performance of “West Side Story”

 11 Sisterhood Board Meeting                                                         10:00 A.M.
 iEngage Israel Series: “Religious Pluralism and Human Rights”   8:15 P.M.
       Sponsored by TILL

 12 Men’s Club Scotch and Seder                    7:00 P.M.
 14 Board of Trustees Meeting                                                            8:15 P.M.
 15 Waxman High School and Youth Family Friday Dinner          7:30 P.M.

Daily Minyan TiMes
Mon. & Thurs.  6:45 A.M.            8:00 P.M.
Tues. & Wed. 7:00 A.M.            8:00 P.M.
Fri., March 4 7:00 A.M.            5:40 P.M.
Fri., March 11 6:45 A.M.            6:30 P.M.
   (Rosh Hodesh Adar II)
Sat., March 5 9:00 A.M.            5:10 P.M.
Sat., March 12 9:00 A.M.            6:20 P.M.
Sunday  8:15 A.M.            8:00 P.M.

CanDle lighTing TiMes
Friday, March 4.................................5:32 P.M.
Friday, March 11................................6:40 P.M.

Mazal Tov To . . .
• Jacqueline and Bert Eshaghpour on the 
birth of their granddaughter, Chloe Miriam 
Ruth Waxman.
•	Shohreh and Hillel Waxman on the birth 
of their granddaughter, Chloe Miriam Ruth 
Waxman.
•	 Rachel Mathless on the birth of her 
grandson, Menachem Kievman.
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Come to a Purim Celebration at Temple Israel!
Wednesday, March 23rd 

for an evening of fun, song and costumes!
Following the Blue Room and Sanctuary services,
there will be lots of refreshments and music

Pre-School and 
Kindergarten Service
At 6:30 P.M. there will be a service 

for Pre-Schoolers, Kindergartners and their families 
in the Multipurpose Room. 

The service will be led by Morah Mojdeh and Morah Yve
and will feature singing and stories

followed by refreshments.

Megillah Reading
From 7-8 P.M. there will be a Megillah reading 

in the Sanctuary. 
The service will be led by Rabbis Stecker and Schweber,

and will include participation 
by Waxman High School students, a sing-a-long, 

a video presentation, costume parade for children 
and costume contest for adults.

Minhah, Ma’ariv and the Whole Megillah!
Minhah, Ma’ariv and a full Megillah reading will start at 6:15 P.M. in the Blue Room. 

Cantor Frieder will lead the service, with participation by students from the Waxman High School.

Bring a box of rice, macaroni and cheese or other pasta to use as a grogger! 
When the service is over, the groggers will be placed in a collection box 

to be donated to a local food pantry by the Temple Israel Chesed Connection.



B’nai/B’noT MiTzvah in our TeMple israel FaMily

Charles Linden
Charles Benjamin Linden will be celebrat-
ing his Bar Mitzvah on March 12. He is the 
son of Evvy and Robert Linden and has 
two sisters, Samantha, 19, and Rachel, 16. 
Charles is a seventh grade student at Great 
Neck North Middle School. He hopes to 
visit Israel in the near future.

Joy Moalemi
Joy Moalemi will be called to the Torah as a 
Bat Mitzvah on March 12. She is the daugh-
ter of Mojdeh and Soheil Moalemi and has 
a brother, Jonathan, 11, and a sister, Jolie, 
7. Joy is a seventh grade honors student at 
Great Neck North Middle School. Joy plans 
to attend Waxman High School and Youth 
House. She celebrated her Bat Mitzvah in 
Israel this past summer.

Jasmine Tabaroki
Jasmine Tabaroki will be called to the Torah 
as a Bat Mitzvah on March 19. She is the 
daughter of Michele and Farshad Tabaroki 
and has a sister, Maya, 14, and a brother, 
Elliot, 9. Jasmine is a seventh grade student 
at Great Neck North Middle School and 
is currently attending the Waxman High 
School and Youth House. She is looking 
forward to visiting Israel in the near future. 
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heart, lungs and muscles.
	 The	Butterflies	 learned	about	 the	fourth	plague,	wild	beasts,	
and studied the properties of bears, lions, elephants, and polar 
bears, as well as their unique characteristics. Each child made a 
diorama of an animal in its natural habitat.
 The	Seals	 learned	about	 the	fish	and	sea	creatures	of	 the	fifth	
day of creation. They visited Fishworld and then made a full-sized 
aquarium	with	colorful	fish,	sea	horses,	coral,	and	squiggly	jellyfish.

The Tigers built a huge life-size Noah’s ark. Families walked 
through it to see all the “animals” camped two-by-two in their re-
spective stalls. The science focus was on the color wheel, primary 
and secondary colors and the mixing of colors to create new colors.

 The Penguins studied the water cycle, and the Torah portion, 
which discussed the creation on day two. They made rain sticks, 
painted with snow and ice, and learned the difference between 
liquids and solids. They studied evaporation and condensation, 
precipitation, and the nature of clouds, and did many experiments 
with water.
	 The	Ducks	delved	into	the	five	senses,	especially	smell,	sight
and touch. They used the theme of Shabbat and Havdalah to bring 
the senses into focus. Their wonderful artwork included spice box-
es, Havdalah candles formed from beeswax sheets, a challah board, 
Kiddush cup, and candlesticks.
 The Kittens studied the life cycle of a frog in connection with 
the	Passover	story	and	the	first	plague.	They	had	a	great	deal	of
fun painting their lily pond and watching their tadpoles grow into 
frogs.
 The Lambs chose light and depicted the story of Hanukkah. 
They studied different forms of light and materials used to make 
light. They burned oil and wax and made beautiful, colorful can-
dles from wax beads.
 The Giraffes learned the story of Jacob when he left Charan 
and camped in the wasteland. He set 12 stones around his head 
for protection. When he slept, the angels appeared ascending and 
descending a huge ladder. The children made rocks, learned about 
rock formations and studied the properties of rocks and the differ-
ent sizes, textures and colors of rocks.
 The Kangaroos studied Joseph and his coat of many colors. 
They cooked carrots, kale and beets and reduced them to deep 
hues of orange, green and red “paint.” Then they “painted” their 
coats and displayed them on life-size models of themselves.
 Even the school’s Tiny Toddlers participated, learning about 
Noah’s ark and painting animals and Noah’s family. They experi-
mented	with	what	floats	and	what	sinks	and	learned	why	Noah’s	
ark	floated	for	almost	a	full	year.
 Everyone enjoyed watching how new ideas grew from proj-
ects and information taught and how all the different concepts 
came together with a great fair. 

Beth HaGan Classes Mix Torah and Science at Annual Fair

Religious School students reading from the Torah during Junior 
Congregation in February included Rena Geula, Dylan Koha-
nim, Manny Nysenbaum, Isabella Rastegar, and Chloe Roofeh. 
Not pictured are Matthew Bloom and Eric Yachbes.

February Torah Troupe Readers
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FROM THE RELIGIOUS SCHOOL

If It’s Winter It Must Be Maccabiah!
By Rabbi Amy Roth

Cheers of “Tel Aviv,” “Come to Eilat,” and “Jerusalem, The Holy City!” were part of 
the ambience of this year’s Religious School Maccabiah. Once again, to beat out the mid-
winter doldrums, Religious School children competed, played, drew, sang and cheered 
their way through our annual color war—Jewish style! 

With the theme of Israel, each team was assigned a color, as well as a city in Israel. Be 
it Jerusalem, Tel Aviv, Haifa, or Eilat, our children were enthusiastic about “their” cities. 
Wearing	colorful	bandanas,	they	competed	in	relay	races	where	they	identified	Hebrew	
letters	or	words,	performed	different	tasks	(such	as	creating	a	human	Israeli	flag),	design-
ing	team	banners	(currently	adorning	the	school	wing	halls),	went	“fishing”	in	the	Sea	of	
Galilee,	and	“surfing”	in	the	Mediterranean.	Anyone	who	had	been	in	the	building	during	
Maccabiah was able to hear the cheering as they moved from place to place; the enthusi-
asm and spirit was palpable. The children of the Religious School created songs with both 
Hebrew and English words advertising their cities while also incorporating information 
about Israel. 
	 But	more	significantly,	they	integrated	their	knowledge,	while	acquiring	new	infor-
mation in a fun, competitive (they thrive on the friendly competition!) atmosphere. We 
work hard to create powerful learning experiences for our children and we know that 
learning takes place in many different venues, through a variety of settings. Although the 
actual start of Maccabiah remains a secret until our “break out,” it was particularly gratify-
ing and telling that older children began to suspect its approach and asked me when Mac-
cabiah would be starting. They look forward to it and they expect it, as part of the natural 
course of events at Temple Israel! 
 And, as simple as that, our third Maccabiah helped to cement what has become an an-
nual tradition for our children. Maccabiah is yet another piece in the ever-evolving effort 
to	create	significant	Jewish	memories	for	our	Religious	School	community.	While	we	know	
that each winter brings a new Maccabiah, the questions remain: what will be the theme for 
next year and, of course, when exactly will it start? 
 Stay tuned in 5777 for more Maccabiah.

Religious School students were “all in” when classes competed in the annual Maccabiah.

——Continued from page 2
“empty nesters” on the challenges of relating 
to adult children. The participants appreciat-
ed the opportunity to think through impor-
tant questions about parent-child relation-
ships in a Jewish context with their peers. 

The Torah describes the life of Moses 
as a dance between engagement and re-
flection.	 There	 are	 extended	 times	 when	
he is engrossed in the nitty-gritty of com-
munal leadership, followed by periods of 
revelation	 and	 reflection.	 Moses	 spends	
several lengthy periods on Mount Sinai re-
ceiving God’s word and also making sig-
nificant	 demands	 of	 God.	 “Tell	 me	 about	
Your ways,” he implores God, followed 
by, “Show me Your essence.” We can well 
imagine that Moses had a strong need to 
ask these questions, whether or not he was 
satisfied	by	the	answers	he	received.	The	ex-
change, as recorded in the Torah, was part 
of Moses’s journey toward fuller awareness 
of himself and his surroundings. 

While	I	urge	each	of	us	to	find	the	path-
ways	toward	proper	reflection	that	suit	us	
best, I ask that we not ignore the need to 
reflect	altogether.	A	human	being	needs	to	
take time to ask the deeper questions, time 
to wonder who we are and why we do 
what we do. The examined life, according 
to Socrates, Moses and other great spiritual 
leaders, is far more worth living. 

Basking in Proper 
Reflection



Temple Israel Gratefully Acknowledges
The Following Contributions

From Generation
to Generation

RABBI STECKER’S 
DISCRETIONARY FUND
In appreciation of:

Rabbi Stecker’s involvement  
with the Bat Mitzvah of their  
daughter, Emily

  Brenda and Lance Greiff

In honor of:
Her parents, Ann and Henry  
Levy

  Stacy Yafeh
Rabbi Stecker

  Rebecca Harounian   
  Cohenmehr

Contribution:
Mitra Rebecca Harounian

LIBRARY FUND
In memory of:

Ida Stein Laster
  Rose Rudich
  
SAMUEL BARON MUSIC FUND
In memory of:

Barbara Moskowitz
  Marlene Kreditor

Helen Miller
  Gilda Hecht

YAD B’YAD FUND
In memory of:

Marilyn Leavitt
  Gloria and Stuart DeLott
  Helen Leavitt

Contribution:
Helen Leavitt

ADULT EDUCATION FUND
In memory of:

Ruth Zielenziger
  Toby Katz 

PRAYER BOOK FUND
In memory of:

Edmond Roy Cohen
  Ellyn Sheidlower

Sabina Geist
  Susan and Cyrus Kahn

TORAH FUND
In memory of:

Beatrice Miller
  Monte Miller

Ruth Zielenziger
  Anita and Maury Harris

ABRAHAM ROSENFELD 
MEMORIAL FUND
On the occasion of:

The end of the 11 months  
mourning period for his sister,  
Parvin Harounian Saleh

  David Harounian

SHALOM CLUB 
LIBRARY SHELF FUND
In memory of:

Estelle Nadler
  Shalom Club

Celia Kobliner
  Harold Kobliner 

CANTOR FRIEDER’S 
DISCRETIONARY FUND
In appreciation of:

Rabbi Stecker’s involvement  
with the Bat Mitzvah of their  
daughter, Emily

  Brenda and Lance Greiff

In honor of:
Cantor Frieder

  Van and Laurie Frankel
  Rebecca Harounian   
  Cohenmehr

ISRAEL SOLIDARITY FUND
In honor of:

Rebecca and Sassan Sassouni
  Rebecca Harounian   
  Cohenmehr

In memory of:
Elyas Moreh

  Rebecca and Sassan   
  Sassouni

SHOAH REMEMBRANCE FUND
In memory of:

Fabian Ferber
  Basami Ferber

RABBI SCHWEBER’S 
DISCRETIONARY FUND
In honor of:

Their daughter, Samantha  
Parnes, becoming a Bat   
Mitzvah

  Monika and Michael  
  Parnes 

In memory of:
Jordan Moshe Charry
Ruth E. Charry
Elias Charry

  Joshua Charry

TEMPLE ISRAEL FUND
In appreciation of:

Sherry Husney helping   
prepare their daughter, Emily,  
for her Bat Mitzvah
Rahel Musleah helping   
prepare their daughter, Emily,  
for her Bat Mitzvah
Jack Moallem helping their  
daughter, Emily, during

  her Bat Mitzvah
  Brenda and Lance Greiff

In honor of:
The birth of Benjamin Michael  

	 Robbins,	first	grandchild	of		
Edith and Peter Robbins

  Hermine Plotnick
The birth of Chloe Miriam 
Ruth Waxman, granddaughter 
of Jacqueline and Bert   
Eshaghpour

  The Brash Family

In memory of:
	 Yehuda	Rafii
	 	 Mahvash	Rafii	Abitbol

Beila Gentin
  Benjamin Gentin 
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• Funerals • Advance Funeral Planning
• Monuments & Inscription Services

Shastone Memorials

516-487-4600 • 1-877-677-6736 (Toll free outside NY) 

www.ShastoneMemorials.com

112 Northern Boulevard • Great Neck, New York 11021
MEMORIALS OF DISTINCTION ERECTED AT ALL CEMETERIES

Marvin Rosen  - Laurel S. Rosen - Russell J. Rosen
CUSTOM DESIGN and SHOP AT HOME SERVICES

MONUMENTS - FOOTSTONES - PLAQUES - MAUSOLEUMS - CLEANING - REPAIRS

~ MORE THAN A CENTURY OF SERVICE ~

Honoring Memories. Celebrating Lives.

Riverside-Nassau 
North Chapel

www.riversidenassaunorthchapels.com
516.487.9600

55 North Station Plaza, Great Neck

1232 North Wellwood Ave.
W. Babylon, NY 11704

Phone: 631.755.1200 - Fax: 631.755.1202

1620 Coney Island Ave.
Brooklyn, NY 11230

Phone: 718.252.3448 - Fax: 718.252.4861

Affiliated with
Benj. Horowitz Monument • Haskel Bros. • Fleisher Monument

www.APPLEPSYCHOLOGICAL.com

STACI WEINER PSY.D
LICENSED CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGIST
Children - Adolescents - Family Therapy

Established Groups for Teens 
45 N. STATION PLAZA - SUITE 206   

GREAT NECK, NY
drstaci@applepsychological.com

(917) 526-0766
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Riverside-Nassau 
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516.487.9600

55 North Station Plaza, Great Neck

There is nothing like a 
Lederman Party!

CALL US TO FIND OUT WHY

Lederman Caterers
at Temple Israel of Great Neck

516-466-2222
www.ledermancaterers.com

www.APPLEPSYCHOLOGICAL.com

STACI WEINER PSY.D
LICENSED CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGIST
Children - Adolescents - Family Therapy

Established Groups for Teens 
45 N. STATION PLAZA - SUITE 206   

GREAT NECK, NY
drstaci@applepsychological.com

(917) 526-0766
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A congregant of mine at my last posi-

tion, before I came to Great Neck, told me 
the following: “Parenting is about learning 
to let go. We cannot always be there for our 
children. We teach them our values, we fill 
them with useful information, and then 
we leave them alone. We cannot always be 
there to hover over them in case they fall or 
make a mistake.”

We have to be careful, ladies and gen-
tlemen, not to let our love stifle our chil-
dren. Teach them to swim; don’t be there 
with the life jacket, the noodle, the pole and 
the canoe. We have to give them indepen-
dence. That is what raising the next genera-
tion is all about.

I was chatting over this sermon idea 
with Rabbi Eckstein a few weeks ago, and 
he said something to me which I never 
would have come up with myself, but I 
think works so well here. He pointed out 
to me that parents will often say that they 
want to give their children what they didn’t 
have growing up. But what we should say 
instead is, “I want to give them what I did 
have.”

Your parents may not have been able to 
give you a Lexus or a Caribbean vacation. 
But what did they give you? Was it love? 
Was it decent, but not fancy, home-cooked 
food? Was it their time? Was it an emphasis 
on the importance of family? Was it a love 
of reading, or of helping the neighbor in 
need, or of singing or building things in the 
garage or digging in the garden or playing 
in the great outdoors?

Was it punishment when you misbe-
haved? Was it shame?

Was it Judaism? Did they bring you 
to the synagogue, on the High Holidays? 
On Shabbat? Was it a love of the Divine, of 
things unseen?

Was it a sense of purpose, of belong-
ing? Was it the drive to succeed?

Dr. Wendy Mogel is an author who 
does marvelously what each of us should 
do: she uses the texts of Jewish tradition to 
teach us about our lives today. In particular, 
she has written books on parenting that see 
children and their behavior through the lens 
of ancient Jewish texts. In her book, “The 
Blessing of a Skinned Knee,” she points to a 
classic statement of Jewish law, from the so-
called “Holiness Code” of Leviticus (19:14): 
Do not put a stumbling block in front of the 
blind. (This is one of those classic passag-
es that simply cries out for interpretation. 
Rashi tells us that this can refer to anybody 

Guest Column: Giving Your Children What You Had

Between the Dance Floor and Balcony
 ——Continued from page 2
invite to the dance, or how the dance itself might look different.

As with many things in life, proper balance generally yields the most satisfying 
outcome. Too little balcony and our participation may become rote. Too little dance floor 
and we may miss out on feeling part of the action.

We are not the first ones to straddle participation and contemplation. As we read 
recently in the Torah, Moses took time out from being with the Israelites to seek insight 
from God regarding the purpose of his overall mission. “Show me your essence,” he asked 
God in an ultimate balcony moment.

With the fall holiday season behind us and a full year of Temple Israel activities ahead, 
I invite each of us to increase our commitment to the dance floor as well as the balcony.  

Based on my own experience with our community, I am confident that time spent in 
both places will increase our appetite for the dance.  

who is blind in a certain way, not necessar-
ily one who cannot physically see).

But Dr. Mogel uses this passage to refer 
to our children, and in doing so I think that 
she sums up all of this quite nicely:

“Keeping too close an eye on our chil-
dren is a stumbling block. If they don’t have 
the chance to be bad, they can’t choose to be 
good. If they don’t have the chance to fail, 
they can’t learn. And if they aren’t allowed 
to face scary situations, they’ll grow up to 
be frightened of life’s simplest challenges.”

Our next generation is indeed pre-
cious; they will carry our body of learning, 
practice and values into the future. But we 
cannot treat them like they are precious. 
We have to teach them to swim. We have to 
give them the independence that they need 
to flourish.

The greatest mitzvah of parenthood is 
to let go. Don’t give your children what you 
didn’t have; give them what you did have.
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sabbath servIces 
——Continued from back page 

Saturday, March 12
Morning Service                   9:00 A.M.

Weekly Portion: Pekudey
Exodus 38:21 - 40

Haftarah: I Kings 7:51 – 8:21
Sabbath	Service	Officers	and	Greeters:	

Joseph Farber, Andrew Bloom, Patty Schneider, 
and Deanna Stecker

B’nai Mitzvah 
CHARLES LINDEN

son of Evvy and Robert Linden
JOY MOALEMI

daughter of Mojdeh and Steve Moalemi
Havurah Service                 10:00 A.M.
Junior Congregation                                              10:30 A.M.
Toddler Service                                                              11:00 A.M.
Minhah                                                                                 5:20 P.M.
Se’udah Shelishit                                                                 5:50 P.M.
Ma’ariv                                                                                 6:25 P.M.
Havdalah                                                                                 6:40 P.M.

A Sisterhood Invitation
——Continued from page 2
ing for months. This year we are proud to announce that all the 
“goodies” in the package come from Israel. Join us on Friday, 
March 18, from 9:30 A.M. to 1 P.M. in the Blue Room. We work, 
we talk, we enjoy each other’s company, and we are performing a 
mitzvah. So, join us!

And please join us for our luncheon program events. The 
topics are timely, stimulating, educational and memorable. The 
food is good, too! 

And, I welcome all to join the lively, dedicated members of our 
Board at our monthly meetings. Please feel free to call me at 487-3048.

Win a week’s vacation in Mexico from Temple Israel!
Spend a week at Club Regina Los Cabos, Los Cabos, Baja California Sur, 

Mexico from December 24-30, 2016! 
Raffle Drawing To Be Held Thursday, June 30th

 

 

Raffle Drawings to be held on Thursday, June 30, 2016 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Raffle tickets are $25 each, two for $36.  
 
 

To purchase tickets, please see Jennifer at the reception desk or call her with  
your credit card number at (516) 482-7800 or mail in the tear-off below. 

 
 

GOOD LUCK! 
 

………………………………………………………………………………………...……… 
 
Name: ____________________________________ Phone#: _____________________ 
 
Credit Card #: _____________________________ Expiration Date: ______________ 
 
 Cash Enclosed    Check Enclosed     Bill Me 
 
 

TIGN Raffle for Mexico Vacation 

 
 

               108 Old Mill Road, Great Neck, NY 11023  (516) 482-7800                            Where Tradition Meets Change 

Enjoy a one bedroom suite that sleeps four (includes master suite king size bed with jacuzzi), 
mini-kitchen, pullout couch in the living room, two bathrooms and terrace—to make you feel at home.

Club Regina Los Cabos rises above the shoreline where the Sea of Cortez meets the Pacific Ocean. 
Every unit faces the ocean and you can enjoy colorful sunsets and sunrises from your terrace. 

During your stay it is unusual to not see whales playing in front of the resort.
 The hotel is a mecca for those seeking the best under the Baja sun—

from championship golf courses to some of the best sports fishing in the world.

Los Cabos includes the cities of San Jose del Cabo and Cabo San Lucas. 
In the center of San Jose del Cabo find art centers offering the works of both well known 

and up-and-coming Mexican painters, sculptors and jewelry designers. 
Cabo San Lucas offers a wide variety of international and local culinary experiences 

as well as an incredible nightlife. This is where great memories begin!

Airfare is not included, but by having the drawing early, it allows enough time to secure a flight 
at the best price possible. Visit raintreevacationclub.com for further information.

Raffle Tickets are $25 each, two for $36
To purchase tickets see Jennifer at the Temple Israel reception desk or call 482-7800.

Author Speaking at Temple Israel
——Continued from front page
whose families came to Israel from Middle Eastern countries, yet the 
characters’ desires and experiences are universal,” said Temple Is-
rael Lifelong Learning (TILL) Chair Rebecca Friedman-Charry. 
“Whether	you›re	looking	for	new	fiction	for	your	book	club	or	pre-
fer to read alone, you’re sure to enjoy this talk with Ms. Tsabari,” 
she said.

The event, presented by TILL, is free and open to the public 
and books will also be available for purchase. For additional infor-
mation about the program call 482-7800 or visit <www.tign.org>.
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sabbath servIces
Friday, March 4

Evening Service      5:45 P.M.
•

Saturday, March 5
Shabbat Shekalim

Morning Service     9:00 A.M.
Weekly Portion: Vayakhel

Exodus 35:1 - 38:20; Exodus 30:11 – 16
Haftarah: II Kings 12:1 - 17

Sabbath	Service	Officers	and	Greeters:	
Zina Rutkin-Becker, Neda Sedgh, Diana Stein, and Sima Taeid

B’nai Mitzvah 
ARI LISSACK

son of Cathy and Yaron (Ron) Lissack
DYLAN SOLOMON

son of Nazy and Richard Solomon
Unlocking and Enriching Jewish Prayer               10:30 A.M.
Junior Congregation                 10:30 A.M.
Toddler Service                  11:00 A.M.
Minhah      5:10 P.M.
Se’udah Shelishit     5:40 P.M.
Ma’ariv      6:17 P.M.
Havdalah      6:32 P.M.

•
Friday, March 11

Evening Service      5:45 P.M.
Shabbat HaMishpahah (Gimmel/Dalet)   6:00 P.M.

——Continued on page 7

Worship With Your Family
At Temple Israel

This Week!

D’var torah
By Rabbi Marim D. Charry

           
Vayakhel                                   Saturday, March 5

In this portion we return to the account of the building of 
the Mishkan.	 It	 is	 significant	 that	 the	original	 instructions	call	 for	
building the furnishings before the structure, and the list begins 
with the Ark. This is meant to highlight the symbolic nature of the 
Mishkan: its purpose is to focus the people’s attention constantly 
on the covenant with God. Here, however, we are told that Bezalel 
and the artisans built the structure before the furnishings, in the 
proper	practical	order.	Accordingly,	we	find	that	the	tent,	itself,	was	
constructed with two chambers—the inner Holy of Holies and the 
outer Holy Place. Outside the tent was a courtyard constituting 
the third area of the Mishkan. The building of the furnishings is 
described in descending order of holiness. First came the Ark, to 
be put in the Holy of Holies. Next came the table, the menorah and 
the altar of incense, to be put in the Holy Place. Finally the altar 
of burnt offering and the laver are built, to be placed in the outer 
court. The descriptions of the actual building repeat exactly the 
instructions	 given	 in	 previous	 portions	 to	 indicate	 that	 the	 final	
product emerged precisely as God had designed it.

Pekudey                   Saturday, March 12
We conclude the account of the building of the Mishkan and the 

Book of Exodus with this portion. It is stressed repeatedly that each 
item was made precisely in accordance with God’s instructions. 
The completed parts and appurtenances of the Mishkan are brought 
to Moses for his inspection. He approves the work and blesses it in 
a manner reminiscent of the Genesis account of the completion of 
God’s creation. This reinforces a connection between the Mishkan 
and the Creation narrative, which has been apparent throughout 
these chapters. The connection suggests that with the building of 
the Mishkan and the implementing of God’s covenant with His 
people, a whole new order of history begins. This theme is further 
stressed by the account of the date on which the Mishkan is actually 
erected—the	first	of	Nisan—New	Year’s	Day	on	the	new	calendar	
of freedom.
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