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Temple Israel Vice President Rebecca Yousefzadeh Sassouni and Associate Rabbi Seth 
Adelson explained the success the congregation has had training new leadership at a 
workshop at the METNY United Synagogue Biennial Conference, held recently at the 
Jericho Jewish Center. The presentation, titled “Transforming Your Leadership Base: 
Sulam for Emerging Leaders,” told other area synagogue representatives how to con-
duct a similar program.

At the conference, Marc Katz was installed for another term as a member of the 
METNY District Council representing Temple Israel. Also attending the meeting repre-
senting the congregation were Ofra and Rob Panzer.                   Voice photo by Marc Katz

At the METNY Convention

Temple Israel Players Plan 44th Production: ‘Mame’
Show To Be Staged Saturday, March 14 and Sunday, March 15

Temple Israel’s resident theater troupe, 
The Temple Israel Players, is staging their 

blockbuster musical “Mame.” The show 
opens in March, according to the show’s 
producers, who have announced a large 
cast composed of members of the congre-
gation ages 8-88.

The show is set to open on Saturday, 
March 14, at 8 P.M., followed by a Sunday 
matinee performance the following day at 
2 P.M. “March is a month where the weath-
er beats you down,” said Eileen Putter-
man, the show’s senior producer. “It s time 
to lighten things up and have some fun 

Asked why “Mame” was chosen, Mrs. 
Putterman simply said: “because we never did 
it and we felt that now we had the right group 
of people to do this show. The production stars 
Kim Kaiman as Mame, Elaine Paris as Vera 

Charles, Lois Sazer as Agnes, Mark Putter as 
Old Patrick, and Gary Noren as Babcock.

Other members of the cast include 

George Abrahams, Shoshana Cellers, Mark
Cwern, Amy David, Bill Dunckley, Van 
Frankel, Marylin Goldberg, Jon Kaiman, 
Abe Kanfer, Ron Klempner, Kenneth M. 
Leff, Shahnaz Maiekan, Nelly Mizrahi, 
Andy Nadler, Ofra Panzer, Harriet Picker, 
Eileen Putterman, Mickey Putterman, Lil-
lian Rokhsar, Alex Rothstein, Rusti Roth-
stein, Naomi Schulman, Steve Smolinsky, 
Diana Stein, and Debbie Volk. 

Children in the cast are Iyana Kai-
man, Sahar Tartak, Amanda Putter, Nancy 
Schoen, and Amanda Volk. 

Linda Burson is returning as direc-
tor for the 11th time, and Debbie Tartell is 
again serving as the musical director. The 
sets are being designed by Sherry Modlin 
and Carol Smolinsky is working on cos-
tume design. Working behind the scenes 
are Robert Lopatkin and Alex Schoen.

The show’s producers are Ron Kl-
empner, Mark Putter, Eileen Putterman, 
Lois Sazer, and Carol Smolinksy.

“Mame” is based on the novel by Pat-
rick Dennis. The play “Auntie Mame” was 

was written by Jerome Lawrence and Rob-
ert E. Lee and the music was written by 
Jerry Herman.

The cast is getting ready for the next Temple Israel Players production, “Mame.”



FROM THE RABBI

A New Generation of Zionists
By Rabbi Howard Stecker

 At the Waxman Youth House, Rabbi 
Adelson and I have been conducting weekly 
discussions with a group of our high school 
students about the State of Israel, past and 
present. We started by discussing the recent 
war in Gaza as the backdrop for an analysis 
of Israel’s identity, values and challenges.
 Preparing for these discussions has com-
pelled me to identify what I want the next 
generation to know and consider when it 
comes to Israel. I want them to have a strong 
sense of how the State of Israel emerged out 
of Jewish history and various approaches to 
Zionism. I want them to appreciate the com-
plexity of Israel’s identity as a Jewish and 
democratic state. I want them to understand 
the diversity of opinions that exist among 
Jews, Christians and Muslims living in Israel 
when it comes to Israeli politics and culture. 
And I want them to sense that, while Israel is 
a real nation with real problems, she has ac-
complished an extraordinary amount, rang-
ing from the mundane to the miraculous.  
 Recently, we discussed the values that 
Israel shares with the United States, includ-

ing a commitment to democracy and peace. I 
asked the students to consider what it means for 
Israel to be a state that’s both Jewish and demo-

-
nition of Judaism would impact public policy 
and how that would affect a range of Jews, as 
well as people of other faiths. We examined re-

…information and 
freedom yield the 

deepest commitment…
Israelis, and their implications for Israeli society 
and Israeli-Palestinian relations. We also took a 
close look at the provisions of the new “Jewish 
State” proposal being considered by the Knesset.  

in our students’ abilities to appreciate the 
subtleties regarding the challenges Israel 
faces. Rabbi Adelson and I are not trying 
to encourage our students to emerge with
      ——Continued on page 4

FROM THE PRESIDENT

Opinions Count
By Alan Klinger

 Your lay leadership, as has been dis-
cussed in this space before, desires your 

-
gogue community. This column will high-
light important opportunities for communi-
cation of your thoughts on major items.  
  We start with the personnel review of 
Rabbi Stecker. As you may recall, several 
years ago we undertook reviews of Can-
tor Frieder and Rabbi Adelson. Although 
some initially questioned the propriety of a 
review of clergy, we explained that clergy, 
while our spiritual leaders, also function as 
senior professional staff and that, in those 
roles, reviews were not only appropriate 
but recommended by the United Syna-
gogue of Conservative Judaism, our parent 

Your lay leadership…
 desires your input…

body. Views were solicited of Executive Com-
mittee and Board members, other committee 
heads, staff and members. I truly believe that 
the process produced positive results for our 
congregation. Adhering to USCJ guidelines for 
senior rabbi review, we have appointed a com-
mittee of three, composed of current Executive 
Committee member Maddy Gould and two 
former Board members, Larry Greengrass and 
Sam Husney, to head this effort. They and I, 
along with Rabbi Stecker, have worked out a 
process for the review that we believe com-
ports with best practices and protects the con-

-
ful result. The goal, as with the prior reviews, 
is to assess strengths, areas that merit attention 
and desired priorities. The process has begun 
and the committee members are working dili-
gently to reach out, again, to lay leadership, 
professional staff and others to assess their 
views. We welcome as well comments from 
congregants concerning Rabbi Stecker. Should 
you desire to share your thoughts, please let 
Leon Silverberg <lsilverberg@tign.org> or me 
<aklinger@stroock.com> know and we will 
get you connected to a committee member.  
  We also are in the closing days of our 
annual High Holy Days Survey. The weekly 
Temple Israel email contains a link to the 
survey and those not on email should have 
received a hard copy in the mail. The survey 
seeks your views on myriad aspects of the 
High Holy Day experience, ranging from 
clergy interaction, to the room venues, to 
possible alternative service models. We ask 

 
——Continued on page 4
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A VOICE GUEST COLUMN 

The Men’s Club Welcomes You
By Ken Kobliner and Dan Wotman

EDITOR’S NOTE:  Men’s Club Co-Presidents Ken Kobliner and Dan Wotman invite all 
congregants to participate in Men’s Club activities, as described in this Voice Guest column.

If it’s the fourth Thursday of the month, 
chances are there is a Men’s Club meeting, 
which means that Temple Israel men of 
different ages and backgrounds come to-
gether for a night of socializing, enjoying a 
light pizza and salad dinner, learning (via 
a D’var Torah and a guest speaker) and dis-

Club label the seats, distribute the Kol Nidre 
pledge cards and provide ushers (all under 
the watchful eye of Men’s Club Past Presi-
dent Howard Spun), in addition to the Break-
the-Fast (organized by Past President Charlie 
Adler). We hold two blood drives each year 
(also led by Charlie Adler). The Men’s Club 
can be counted on to package and mail the 
Yom Ha hoah Yahrzeit candles to all members 
of the congregation each year (coordinated 
by our liaison to the Federation of Jewish 
Men’s Clubs, Dave Scherr) as well as to sup-
port the Hatzilu Rescue Organization, which 
helps the Jewish poor and elderly in Nassau 
County. This effort is coordinated by Past 
Presidents Manny Bardash and Van Frankel.

But wait—there’s more! Our fall ac-
-

morial Service on the Saddle Rock Bridge; 
our annual Men’s Club Breakfast, this time 
featuring Sergeant Yoni Asseraf, a highly 
decorated IDF soldier who spoke about his  
                    ——Continued on page 5

Why not join us 
to see what 

it’s all about?
cussing Men’s Club business. The men who 
attend the meetings really enjoy coming out 
for the evening. Why not join us to see what 
it’s all about?

But, we are not just about meetings. 
When it comes to “being there and help-
ing out,” the Temple Israel Men’s Club 
has a long-standing history and tradition 
of service to our synagogue. For the High 
Holy Days, volunteers from the Men’s 



IN MEMORIAM
Temple Israel extends condolences 

to the families of:

JEROME LEGATT
husband of Hadassa Legatt

and esteemed member of Temple Israel

BELLE ARKIN

IDA GOLD
mother of Bernard Gold

LARRY KREDITOR
father of Alise Kreditor

MIRIAM ROSE BERGER
mother of Susan Krugman

JOSEPH BOVERMAN
husband of Judith Boverman

and esteemed member of Temple Israel

May their memories be for a blessing.

UPCOMING EVENTS AT TEMPLE ISRAEL
Dec.  21 Singles Connection Hanukkah Celebration             2:00 P.M.
  21 Shalom Club Dinner and Hanukkah Party            6:30 P.M.
  22 Men’s Club Latkes and Vodka Program            8:15 P.M.
  27 Waxman Youth House Shabbat-Game-A-Palooza           3:45 P.M. 
Jan.    6 TILL Discussion: “Did God Create the Universe?             8:15 P.M.

   8 Men’s Club Meeting              7:30 P.M.
  10 Niggun Circle Led by Cantor Frieder             1:00 P.M.
  11 Family B’nai Mitzvah Workshop I with Rabbi Adelson        10:30 A.M.
  11 TILL Movie Night: “Omar, The Movie”                                        8:15 P.M.
  12 Sisterhood Board Meeting            10:00 A.M.
  13 TILL Dialogue with Rabbi Stecker             8:15 P.M.
  15 Board of Trustees Meeting               8:15 P.M.
  15 “Creativity and Community”              8:15 P.M.
         With Rabbis Stecker, Sara Hurwitz and David Inger
  17 Waxman Youth House Shabbat-Game-A-Palooza           4:00 P.M. 
  18 Waxman High School Holocaust Museum Trip
  20 Sisterhood Discussion: “Jewish Values in Star Trek”           7:30 P.M.
         with Rabbi Marim D. Charry
  21 Board of Trustees Meeting               8:15 P.M.
  25 Family B’nai Mitzvah Workshop II with Rabbi Adelson        10:30 A.M.
  25 EmpTI Nesters Book Talk               6:30 P.M.
  27 TILL Rabbis Series              8:15 P.M.

  30 Congregational Tu Bishvat Seder             7:30 P.M.

DAILY MINYAN TIMES
Mon. & Thur. 6:45 A.M.            8:00 P.M.
Tues. & Wed. 7:00 A.M.            8:00 P.M.

Fri., Dec. 26  7:00 A.M.            4:30 P.M.
Fri., Jan. 2  7:00 A.M.            4:30 P.M.

Sunday  8:15 A.M.            8:00 P.M.
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Nominating Committee 
Is Seeking Candidates

The Nominating Committee has be-
gun to consider candidates for the Board of 
Trustees, as well as for president, for elec-
tion at the June 2015 General Membership 
Meeting. 

“We are currently seeking suggestions 
of Temple Israel members who have dem-
onstrated a commitment to our kehillah, our 
synagogue community, and the potential to 
help lead us into the future,” said Nominat-
ing Committee Chair Marjorie Hoffman.

She said the committee expects a 
trustee to “support the principles of Con-
servative Judaism, actively participate in 
committee work and projects to strengthen 
our kehillah in a secure and well function-
ing facility, and serve as a liaison to others 
and to help nurture a warm and spiritually 
uplifting environment.”

If you believe that you or a member 
that you know would make an excellent 
candidate to help govern and forge the fu-
ture direction of Temple Israel, contact Mrs. 
Hoffman, at <Jonmarj@aol.com> or Execu-
tive Director Leon Silverberg at <lsilver-
berg@tign.org> or 482-7800.

Film Series Is Returning On Sunday Evenings
Movies are coming back to Temple Israel when the congregation’s free monthly Sun-

a lively discussion with the audience, led by a member of the clergy.
Kicking off the series on January 11 at 7:30 P.M. is “Omar, The Movie,” a gripping 

thriller about betrayal. Omar is a Palestinian baker who routinely climbs over the separa-
-

ist, risking his life to strike at the Israeli military with his friends. Arrested after the killing 
of an Israeli soldier and tricked into an admission of guilt by association, he agrees to work 
as an informant. Is he playing his Israeli handler, or will he really betray his cause? And, 
whom can he trust on either side? 

-
stances,” said Susan Wagner, who co-chairs with Gloria Delott the TILL committee plan-

that you do not confront every day,” she said.
A wide-selection of movie snacks is available at no charge at each showing. For fur-

-
nounced shortly. 

Middle East lovers: A scene from “Omar, The Movie,” which starts the Temple Israel 
Film Series on Sunday, January 11, at 7:30 P.M.



B’NAI/B’NOT MITZVAH 
IN OUR TEMPLE FAMILY

Rachel Breidbart
Rachel Anne Breidbart will be celebrating her 
Bat Mitzvah on January 10. She is the daugh-
ter of Adina and Rory Breidbart. Rachel is a 
seventh grade student at Great Neck North 
Middle School and is the recipient of the 2011 
All County Exhibition Award. She is an avid 

-
petitions include the Empire State Games, 
State Games of America and North Atlantic 
Regionals. Rachel also enjoys Pilates and bal-
let. She hopes to attend the Waxman High 
School and visit Israel in the near future.
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SABBATH SERVICES
——Continued from back page

Friday, January 2
Evening Service                                                              4:30 P.M.

Saturday, January 3   Shabbat Hazak

Weekly Portion: Vayehi
Genesis 47:28 - 50:26

Haftarah: I Kings 2:1 – 12

Robert Lopatkin, Audrey Itzkowitz, Gail Zahler, and Leonard Schultz
Junior Congregation                                                          10:30 A.M.
Toddler Service                                                            11:00 A.M.
Minhah                                                                               3:50 P.M.
Shabbat HaMishpachah                                                             4:00 P.M.
Se’udah Shelishit                                                                             4:30 P.M.
Ma’ariv                  5:05 P.M.
Havdalah                   5:21 P.M. 

D’VAR TORAH
——Continued from back page
status of Israelite tribes. Jacob then calls in all of his sons and delivers his testament in 
which he characterizes them and predicts what the future will bring each of them. Upon 
Jacob’s death, the brothers bury him in the Cave of Machpelah and return to Egypt where 
they beg Joseph’s forgiveness for the way they treated him. Joseph reassures them again 
that it was all part of God’s plan. The concluding verses remind us of God’s promise that 
the Israelites would return to the land of Canaan and prepare us to move in the Book of 
Exodus with its account of the enslavement and redemption.

——Continued from page 2
a particular political viewpoint; rather, we 
are trying to give them the tools to under-
stand the background to current events, 
to ascertain biases in media reports and to 
form their own reasoned opinions.
 One day, we hope, they will become 
thoughtful college students and, ultimately, 
thoughtful adults, engaged with Medinat Yisra’el 
in multiple realms, through their own informed 
perspectives, as a cornerstone of their Jew-
ish commitment and identity. Again and again 
we see how information and freedom yield the 
deepest commitment to our land and our people.
 People occasionally ask me, “How are 
we training young people to become advo-
cates for Israel?” My answer? True advoca-

——Continued from page 2
to complete the survey, for the results help 
us plan a meaningful experience for you. 

-
culty in accessing the survey.  
  You hopefully have seen the fruit of the 

our Shabbat service more participatory 
and meaningful. At a recent committee 
meeting, goals for the next “semester” were 
set out (e.g., more B’nai Mitzvah family 
participation in the service; more kavanot; 
better use of Sephardi Torahs). Should you 
have other ideas to consider, please send 
them to Leon as well, and he will have 

From the President: Opinions Count

A New Generation of Zionists
cy comes from deep understanding, for teens 
as well as adults. Israeli educators at Makom 

Temple Israel will continue to foster such 

community, inspired by thoughtful adults, 
will continue to grow in their understanding 

as an amorphous act of faith, but because the 
entire congregation—clergy, educators, Israel 
Affairs Committee members and numerous 
lay leaders—continue to invest time and re-
sources in promoting informed commitment 
to the land and people of Israel.  
 Our students and our heritage deserve 
no less as a new generation of Zionists be-
gins to emerge.

them presented, in a coordinated fashion, 
to committee co-heads Brent Greenspan 
and Sherry Husney. 
  Finally, a Nominating Committee has 

July 1). More will be said in the future as to 
its operation, but for now please consider 
whether you would have recommendations 
for lay leadership positions to be shared with 
committee chair Marjorie Hoffman (information 
can also be coordinated through Leon).
  Wishing you and your families an 
enjoyable Hanukkah and a happy and 
healthy (secular) New Year.  

Mazal Tov To . . .
on the 

marriage of their son, Josh, to Emily 
Goldberg.

 on the 
marriage of their son, Daniel, to Sheila 
Sohayegh.

, on the 
marriage of their daughter, Sheila, to Daniel 
Shirazi.

Miller, and Robert Shpuntoff on the 
marriage of their daughter, Hilana Megan 
Lewkowitz-Shpuntoff, to Neil Ruben.

 on the birth 
of their great-grandson, Oliver Archie 
Rothstein.

CANDLE LIGHTING TIMES

Temple Lites . . .
Jessica Essex Lorden, daughter of Jo-

hanna and Harold Essex, has been named 
executive director of Congregation Kol Ami 
in White Plains.

Next Voice Issue, Deadline
The next issue of The Voice will be 

published on Thursday, January 8. The 
deadline for that issue is Friday, Decem-
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Shastone Memorials

www.ShastoneMemorials.com

MEMORIALS OF DISTINCTION ERECTED AT ALL CEMETERIES

~ MORE THAN A CENTURY OF SERVICE ~

Honoring Memories. Celebrating Lives.

Riverside-Nassau 
North Chapel

www.riversidenassaunorthchapels.com
516.487.9600

There is nothing like a 
Lederman Party!

CALL US TO FIND OUT WHY

Lederman Caterers
at Temple Israel of Great Neck

www.ledermancaterers.com

www.APPLEPSYCHOLOGICAL.com

STACI WEINER PSY.D
LICENSED CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGIST
Children - Adolescents - Family Therapy

Established Groups for Teens 
45 N. STATION PLAZA - SUITE 206   

GREAT NECK, NY
drstaci@applepsychological.com

(917) 526-0766

NURSING	
 CARE
Highly Experienced Local RN 
Available Privately to Assist with:

CALL FOR A FREE PERSONAL CONSULTATION

Advertise
In the Temple Israel Voice!

For 
special member discounts

Call 482-‐7800 Now

WEDDING 

INVITATIONS

Calligraphy, too!
See the wide selection at...

KC GRAPHICS
25 Cutter Mill Plaza, Great Neck
across from the Inn at Great Neck

516-466-2434

Guest Column: The Men’s Club Welcomes You
——Continued from page 2
experiences in the Lebanon War of 2006; watching Monday Night Football together (of 
course, accompanied by deli sandwiches and beer); and hearing about the United Syna-
gogue Trip to Poland from participants Rob and Ofra Panzer.

Closing out 2014 and upcoming in 2015, we look forward to the following events:

teach our young people how to wrap  — Sunday, February 1
Shabbat HaChodesh Friday Night Service and Dinner — Friday, March 20

— June 25
Whether you are a member or not, please come to an event or meeting and see what 

the Temple Israel Men’s Club is all about. It you are not on our e-mail list, please let the 

you informed about our activities and we hope to see you soon!

Congregation Thanks 
Its Kiddush Sponsors
Trustees express appreciation to members 
who have generously sponsored and en-
hanced the Sabbath kiddush.
 A contribution toward the kiddush on 
July 26 was made by Barbara and Steven G. 
Hertzberg in honor of the Auf Ruf of their 
son, Theodore, and Christine Ryan.
 Bruce and Sarah Rothstein sponsored 

honor of the Auf Ruf of their son, Nathaniel 
Jay, and Andrea Beth Grossman.
 A contribution toward the kiddush on 
August 23 was made by Gail and Lloyd 
Grauman and Anat and Sol Gourji in honor 
of the Auf Ruf of their children, Scott Adam 
Grauman and Arielle Gourji.
 Rebecca and Ben Cohenmehr spon-
sored the congregational kiddush on Au-
gust 30 in honor of the Bar Mitzvah of their 
son, Michael. Brenda and Natie Kopelowitz 
made a contribution toward the kiddush in 
honor of their 50th wedding anniversary.

NOTE OFFICE CLOSINGS:

Shastone Memorials

www.ShastoneMemorials.com

MEMORIALS OF DISTINCTION ERECTED AT ALL CEMETERIES

CU O G HO V
O U OO O U O

~ MORE THAN A CENTURY OF SERVICE ~

Honoring Memories. Celebrating Lives.

Riverside-Nassau 
North Chapel

www.riversidenassaunorthchapels.com
516.487.9600

There is nothing like a 
Lederman Party!

CALL US TO FIND OUT WHY

Lederman Caterers
at Temple Israel of Great Neck

516-466-2222
www.ledermancaterers.com

www.APPLEPSYCHOLOGICAL.com

STACI WEINER PSY.D
LICENSED CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGIST
Children - Adolescents - Family Therapy

Established Groups for Teens 
45 N. STATION PLAZA - SUITE 206   

GREAT NECK, NY
drstaci@applepsychological.com

(917) 526-0766
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——Continued from page 2
A congregant of mine at my last posi-

tion, before I came to Great Neck, told me 
the following: “Parenting is about learning 
to let go. We cannot always be there for our 

them with useful information, and then 
we leave them alone. We cannot always be 
there to hover over them in case they fall or 
make a mistake.”

We have to be careful, ladies and gen-
-

dren. Teach them to swim; don’t be there 
with the life jacket, the noodle, the pole and 
the canoe. We have to give them indepen-
dence. That is what raising the next genera-
tion is all about.

I was chatting over this sermon idea 
with Rabbi Eckstein a few weeks ago, and 
he said something to me which I never 
would have come up with myself, but I 
think works so well here. He pointed out 
to me that parents will often say that they 
want to give their children what they didn’t 
have growing up. But what we should say 
instead is, “I want to give them what I did 
have.”

Your parents may not have been able to 
give you a Lexus or a Caribbean vacation. 
But what did they give you? Was it love? 
Was it decent, but not fancy, home-cooked 
food? Was it their time? Was it an emphasis 
on the importance of family? Was it a love 
of reading, or of helping the neighbor in 
need, or of singing or building things in the 
garage or digging in the garden or playing 
in the great outdoors?

Was it punishment when you misbe-
haved? Was it shame?

Was it Judaism? Did they bring you 
to the synagogue, on the High Holidays? 
On Shabbat? Was it a love of the Divine, of 
things unseen?

Was it a sense of purpose, of belong-
ing? Was it the drive to succeed?

Dr. Wendy Mogel is an author who 
does marvelously what each of us should 
do: she uses the texts of Jewish tradition to 
teach us about our lives today. In particular, 
she has written books on parenting that see 
children and their behavior through the lens 
of ancient Jewish texts. In her book, “The 
Blessing of a Skinned Knee,” she points to a 
classic statement of Jewish law, from the so-
called “Holiness Code” of Leviticus (19:14): 
Do not put a stumbling block in front of the 
blind. (This is one of those classic passag-
es that simply cries out for interpretation. 
Rashi tells us that this can refer to anybody 

Guest Column: Giving Your Children What You Had

Between the Dance Floor and Balcony
 ——Continued from page 2
invite to the dance, or how the dance itself might look different.

As with many things in life, proper balance generally yields the most satisfying 

and we may miss out on feeling part of the action.

recently in the Torah, Moses took time out from being with the Israelites to seek insight 
from God regarding the purpose of his overall mission. “Show me your essence,” he asked 
God in an ultimate balcony moment.

With the fall holiday season behind us and a full year of Temple Israel activities ahead, 

both places will increase our appetite for the dance.  

who is blind in a certain way, not necessar-
ily one who cannot physically see).

But Dr. Mogel uses this passage to refer 
to our children, and in doing so I think that 
she sums up all of this quite nicely:

“Keeping too close an eye on our chil-
dren is a stumbling block. If they don’t have 
the chance to be bad, they can’t choose to be 
good. If they don’t have the chance to fail, 
they can’t learn. And if they aren’t allowed 
to face scary situations, they’ll grow up to 
be frightened of life’s simplest challenges.”

Our next generation is indeed pre-
cious; they will carry our body of learning, 
practice and values into the future. But we 
cannot treat them like they are precious. 
We have to teach them to swim. We have to 
give them the independence that they need 

The greatest mitzvah of parenthood is 
to let go. Don’t give your children what you 
didn’t have; give them what you did have.
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Temple Israel Gratefully Acknowledges
The Following Contributions

From Generation
to Generation

RABBI STECKER’S 
DISCRETIONARY FUND
In appreciation of:
 Rabbi Stecker’s assistance  
 during her mourning period
  Daryl Schulman

In honor of:
 Emma Mirsky
  Norman and Lisa Mirsky
 His special birthday
  David Epstein
 The marriage of their   
 daughter, Betsy, to Andy Field
 Simhat Torah honorees Iris  
 and Charles Adler
  Karen and Daniel Covitt
 Their son, Jordan Seidenberg,  
 becoming a Bar Mitzvah
  Carol and Marc   
  Seidenberg
 The marriage of Morgan   
 Handsman to Ian Spitalnick
  Linda and Fred   
  Handsman
 The marriage of their   
 granddaughter, Ariel Klein, 
 to Perry Kornblum
  Loretta and Leonard  
  Klein
 The marriage of their   
 daughter, Rachel, to 
 Jonathan Saat
  Sherry and Samuel   
  Husney
 Chloe Madison on a job well  
 done
  Neil and Cindy Dolgin
 Receiving a special Rosh   
 Hashanah aliyah
  Joan Schussheim

In memory of:
 Irene Kanfer
  Abraham C. Kanfer
 Frances Pernick
  Jill Friedman
 Pearl Waxman
 Louis Waxman
  Rose Rudich
 Mildred Puro Pittman
  Diane and Elliot Polland
 Mildred Lewis
  Barbara and Frank Volin
 Robert Braunschweig
  Marilyn and Michael  
  Yanowitch
 Marvin Kurfurst
  Diane and Elliot Polland  
  and family
 Grace Barkas
  Leila and Milton Posner
 Samuel Mirkin
  Naomi Schulman
 Lester P. Zander
  Lauren and Stuart   
  Zander
 Eugene Cahn
 Jennie Rotter
  Claire Kahn

AESH TAMID FUND
In memory of:
 Esther Rosenfeld
  Beverly Sternlieb

GEMILUT CHESED FUND
In memory of:
 Samuel Dyckman
 Jerome Smolinsky
 Irene Kanfer
  Miriam and Kenneth  
  Kobliner

PASTORAL FUND
In appreciation of:
 Howard Spun for his support  
 and kindness during the shiva  
 period for her brother, 
 Stanley Dichter
  Barbara and Jerry   
  Ackerman

In honor of:
 The Auf Ruf of Rachel Husney,  
 daughter of Sherry and 
 Samuel Husney, and 
 Jonathan Saat
  Rebecca and Sassan   
  Sassouni

In memory of:
 Dora Rosenbaum
  Harriet Rosenbaum

CANTOR FRIEDER’S 
DISCRETIONARY FUND
In appreciation of:
 Cantor Frieder’s beautiful  
 service during Rosh Hashanah 
  Maxine Vogel

Contribution:
 Stuart and Lauren Zander

SHOAH REMEMBRANCE FUND
In memory of:
 Pesia Lis
  Lorna Katz
 Joseph Mandel
  David Mandel

ADULT EDUCATION FUND
In memory of:
 Edith Eisberg
  Cheryl Eisberg Moin

Contribution:
 Shahnaz and Neil Goldman

SOMEKH AND KANDERS 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
In memory of:
 Mouzli Darwish
  Evelyne Somekh 

TORAH FUND
In honor of:

  Brenda and Natie   
  Kopelowitz

For the recovery of:
 Lee Kaplan
  Betty Lager

Contributions:
 Hannah Berman
 Irene Wachter-Kahn
 Vivian and Yuval Brash
 Ana Maria and Malcolm Salit
 Betty Lager
 Ellen Cooper
 Muriel Hyman
 Elise and Marvin Tepper
 Sandra Geller and Evan   
 Cooper
 Natalie Levine
 Linda and Leonard Abrams
 Bunny North
 Doris and Norman Delman
 Karen and Donald Ashkenase
 Charlotte Zavon
 Rona and Joseph Lupkin
 Eileen Zarin
 Eva Yarett
 Helene Wasserman
 Jill and Mitchell Friedman
 Marjorie Weinberg Berman  
 and Paul Berman
 Barbara and Leonard Schultz
 Helen Davis
 Ruth Adise
 Manijeh and Jack Moallem

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND
In honor of:
 Simhat Torah honoree Alicia  
 Lev
  Raeann Nemiroff

ABRAHAM ROSENFELD 
MEMORIAL FUND
In memory of:
 Sharifeh Esther Arabian
 Ralph Limmer
  Roberta and David   
  Harounian

BEN ZION ALTMAN SENIOR 
MITSVA FUND
In appreciation of:
 Receiving a High Holy Day  
 honor
  Renee A. Fleischer

YAD B’YAD FUND
In honor of:
 Michael Cohenmehr, son of  
 Rebecca and Ben 
 Cohenmehr, becoming a   
 Bar Mitzvah
  Doris and Norman   
  Delman
 Brenda and Natie   
 Kopelowitz’s 50th wedding  
 anniversary
  Sherrie and Michael  
  Pollack
  Doris and Norman   
  Delman
  Cheryl Eisberg Moin and  
  Seth Moin
  Eva Yarett
  Glynis Conyer
 Iris and Charles Adler
  Margery Bender

In memory of:
 Rita Emanuel
  Linda Emanuel
 Stuart Roth
  Libby Weston
 
LIBRARY FUND
In memory of:
 Mary Fischler
  Anne Lupkin
 Martin H. Berman
  Lawrence Berman
 Alys Horwitz
  Jonathan Horwitz

SHALOM CLUB LIBRARY 
SHELF FUND
In memory of:
 David Sanders
  Marylin Goldberg
 Rae Putterman
  Mickey Putterman

SAMUEL BARON MUSIC FUND
In memory of:
 Solomon Horwitz
  Jonathan Horwitz

WAXMAN HIGH SCHOOL AND 
YOUTH HOUSE FUND
In memory of:
 Beatrice Feder
  Carol Glatstein
 Anna Berman
  Irene Ashery
 
PRAYER BOOK FUND
In memory of:
 David Rothbaum
 Jean Rothbaum
  Paul Rothbaum
 Rosalind Forgasch
  Susan Lopatkin
 Robert Braunschweig
  Maxine Vogel

SCHOLARSHIP FUND
In honor of:
 Simhat Torah honorees   
 Leonard Seskin and Iris and  
 Charles Adler
  Susan and Dr. Arden  
  Smith
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Temple Israel Gratefully Acknowledges
The Following Contributions

From Generation
to Generation

JEWISH IDENTITY FUND
In memory of:
 Jane Rogoff
  Milton Rosen

RABBI ADELSON’S 
DISCRETIONARY FUND
In appreciation of:
 Rabbi Adelson for his support  
 and comfort during a 

  Daryl Schulman

In honor of:
 Their son, Jordan,   
 becoming a Bar Mitzvah
  Carol and Marc   
  Seidenberg

In memory of:
 Robert Braunschweig
  Marilyn and Michael  
  Yanowitch

For the recovery of:
 Ronnie Katz
  Mara and Ezra Kassin

JEAN WALTON 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
In memory of:
 Harry Wolsky
  Susan Tomback

ESTHER AND SAMUEL 
BROCHSTEIN 
MEMORIAL FUND
In memory of:
 Nettie Schreier
  Lois Illman

ADELE ECKSTEIN MEMORIAL 
LIBRARY FUND
In memory of:
 Martin H. Berman
  Hannah Berman

USHERS FUND
In honor of:
 Simhat Torah honorees   
 Alicia Lev, Sharon Bernstein,  
 Leonard Seskin, Sima Taeid,  
 Irene Tannenholtz-Marcus, 
 and Iris and Charles Adler
 Manijeh and Jack Moallem

DAILY MINYAN FUND
In memory of:
 Mildred Puro Pittman
  Stacee and Jeff Bernstein

TEMPLE ISRAEL FUND
In honor of:
 The birth of Yael, Livia and  
 Noa Alani, granddaughters of  
 Nancy and Manny Alani
  Ruth Adise
 The birth of Caroline Maurer,  
 granddaughter of Wendy and  
 Jeffrey Maurer
  Daryl Schulman

In memory of:
 Myron Cooper
  Evan Cooper

 Seymour Geller
  Sandra Geller
 Morton Levine
 Benjamin Webman
  Natalie Levine
 Simon Weiner
  Robert Weiner
 Martin Berdy
  Molly Blum
 Morris Weinberger
  Joel Weinberger
 Frieda Schussheim
  Joan Schussheim
 Norman Fried
  Helene Fried
 Joseph Gentin
  Benjamin Gentin
 Leiba Rybak
  Stanley Silverstein
 Florence Wolf
  Basami Ferber
 Milton W. Brustein
  Dennis Brustein
 Geza Fischer
  Elsie Wallens
 Ely Weiner
  Ronald Weiner
 Zakaria Nazarian
  Rachelle Ohebshalom
 Sol Schulman
  Naomi Schulman
 Sylvia Schneiderman
  Mel Schneiderman
 Philip L. Weisel
  Barbara Meyers
 Beatrice K. Saphier
  Stewart Saphier
 Aghajan Soleymani
  Yosef Soleymani
 Albert Gussin
  Arnold Gussin
 Claire Kallen
  Annette and Leonard  
  Bloom
 Martha Glazeroff
 Nat Glazeroff
  Herb Glazeroff
 Helen Ain
 David Ain
  Meryl and Stewart Ain
 Ruth Ludwig Coleman
  Donna and Lawrence  
  Ludwig
 Stella Hyman
  Muriel Hyman
 David Baron
  Pauline Cohen
 Rita Hammerschlag
  Rose Rudich

 Frances Sahn
 Milton Sahn
  Barbara Luks
 Vladimiro Reiner
  Ana Maria Salit
 Lawrence H. Schneider
  Patty Schneider
 Paul Burstein
  Joyce and Burton Weston
 Milton Zuckerman
  Edward R. Zuckerbrod
 Sam Topiol
  Helene Fried
 Eva Goldberg
  Teddy Goldberg
 Olga Abrahams
  George Abrahams
 Samuel A. Dyckman
  Evelyn Silverglit
 Dr. Meyer Hammer
  Pearl Hammer Hymes
 Jacob Miller
  Marlene Handelman
 Diane Yachbes
  Jack Yachbes
 Martha Epstein
  David J. Epstein
 Edith Altman
  Karen Ashkenase
 David Rothbaum
 Jean Rothbaum
  Hal Rothbaum
  Lucy Gerstein
 Charles Gingold
  Jane Townley
 Micheline Lissek
  Esther Nysenbaum
 Azizolah Victory
  Roya and David Emrani
 Celia Dubin
  Melvin Dubin
 Solomon Roshgolin
  Brenda Gutkin
 Naomi Abusch
  Joni D. Scheidt
 Melvin Nager
 Jennie Leibowitz
  Annette Nager
 Leon Pois
  Yvette Seskin
 Ruth Rubin Gluck
  Anna Rubin
  Judy Rubin
 Sidney Wicentowski
  Frances Harris
 Lenke Kornhauser
  Violet Gutgold
 Harold Hymes
  Kenneth Hymes

 Lillian Bernstein
  Jeffrey Carl Bernstein
 Leah Perlman
  Shirley Perlman
 Mark Fields
  Frances Finkelstein   
  Metric
 Caron Tarras
  Marc Tarras
 Paul Cricchio
  Elise Tepper
 Isidore Rothstein
  Bruce Rothstein
 Max Salit
  Malcolm Salit
 Seymour Geller
  Muriel Geller
 Felicia Lustig
  Ilana Gillman
 Pauline Tanzer
  Mel Schneiderman
 Pearl Billig Eisenstein
  Melvin Eisenstein
 Morris Weinberger
  Edith Weinberger
 David Wolf
  Rita Ortner
 Beatrice Feder
  Jane Dellsy
 Mildred Freud
  Joan Weinberg
 Toby Feuer
  Susan Abrahams
 Leon Stein
  Rose Rudich
 Eva Schreiber
  Merrill Ann   
  Schneiderman
 Jerome S. Seiler
 Max W. Seiler
  Harriet Seiler
 Martin H. Berman
  Judith Litner
 Max Jaffe
  Sylvia Jaffe
 Rachel Gal
  Gita Rose
 Samuel Youdim
  Ben Youdim
 Rosa Mitz
  Ilana Gillman 
 Viktor Shagalov
  Valentina Shagalov
 Bertha Schwartz
  Paul Schwartz
 Arlynn Wilson
  Adrienne Wilson
 Salha Bagdidi
  Edna Saraf
 Shirley Fleischer
  Steven Fleischer
 Yamen Cohen Nathan
  Asaad Nathan
 Rita Wolf Emanuel 
  David Emanuel
 Abraham Goldberg
  Teddy Goldberg
 Charlotte Brand
  Ellen Israel Bronheim
 Lester Zander
  Judith and Fred Simon
  Lori and Paul Freudman
  Judy and Martin Cowen
 Melville Weiser
  Charlotte Fainblatt
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TEMPLE ISRAEL VOICE

TEMPLE ISRAEL OF GREAT NECK
108 Old Mill Road, Great Neck, NY 11023

TEMPLE ISRAEL STAFF

OFFICERS

AFFILIATED WITH
THE UNITED SYNAGOGUE OF CONSERVATIVE JUDAISM

D’VAR TORAH
By Rabbi Marim D. Charry

Miketz          Saturday, December 20
 The Joseph narrative is continued in this portion after two 
years. Pharaoh has two dreams that no one can interpret. The cup-

-
prets the dreams to mean that there will be seven years of plenty, 
followed by seven years of famine. Joseph advises Pharaoh to 
store up food during the years of plenty, as a reserve for the fam-
ine. Pharaoh designates Joseph to implement such a plan. When 
the famine comes, Jacob sends his sons to Egypt for food. By way 
of testing their character, Joseph, whom they don’t recognize, al-
though he recognizes them, puts his brothers through a series of 
tests involving their father and youngest brother, Benjamin. In 
these episodes we see the prediction of Joseph’s dreams realized as 
God moves His plan inexorably forward through human agency.
Vayigash         Saturday, December 27
 In this portion the Joseph narrative is continued as Judah makes 
a moving appeal to Joseph, still unrecognized by his brothers, on 
behalf of his brother, Benjamin, who had been accused of stealing 
Joseph’s goblet. Judah’s words convince Joseph that his brothers 
have truly changed since they sold him. He reveals himself to them, 
inquires about his father’s health and assures them that their action 
was part of God’s plan to put him in a position to save lives. He in-

years of the famine. When Jacob arrives, Joseph presents his father 
at court and settles the family in a choice area of the land. In the fol-

crown. Jacob’s journey to Egypt connects him with Abraham, who 

transformation of the patriarch’s family into the people of Israel.
Vayehi                 Saturday, January 3
 We conclude the cycle of Jacob stories and the Book of Genesis 
in this portion. After 17 years in Egypt, Jacob feels that his end is 
approaching. He makes Joseph swear that he will bury him with 
his forbearers in the land of Israel, and he blesses Joseph’s children, 
Ephraim and Manasseh, thereby effectively elevating them to the
                                ——Continued on page 4

SABBATH SERVICES
Friday, December 19

N’Ranenah  Service                                   6: 30 P.M.

Saturday, December 20
Shabbat Hanukkah

Weekly Portion: Miketz; Genesis 41:1 - 44:17; Numbers 7:30 - 41
Haftarah: Zechariah 2:14 – 4:7

Edith Robbins, Veronica Bisek Lurvey, Seth Horowitz & Sima Taeid
Bar Mitzvah

MARTIN LEV
son of Alicia and Theodore Lev

Junior Congregation                              10:30 A.M.
Toddler Service                                               11:00 A.M.
Minhah and Ma’ariv                                 3:50 P.M.
Havdalah                                                   5:12 P.M.

Friday, December 26
Evening Service                                                 4:30 P.M.

Saturday, December 27

Weekly Portion: Vayigash; Genesis 44:18 - 47:27
Haftarah: Ezekiel 37:15 – 28

Pargol Khadavi, Miriam Kobliner, Brent Greenspan & Andy Katz
Havurah Service                10:00 A.M.
Junior Congregation               10:30 A.M.
Toddler Service                                11:00 A.M.
Waxman Youth House Shabbat Game-a-Palozza            3:45 P.M.
Minhah                      3:55 P.M.
Se’udah Shelishit                    4:25 P.M.
Ma’ariv                      5:01 P.M.
Havdalah                      5:16 P.M.

——Continued on page 4
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